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Tales from the Archives 


Sporadic accounts of research and progress in Williamson-Collins genealogy 
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We remember our recent Sanders ancestors proudly as lumberjacks 
and farmers in Saskatchewan, Manitoba and northwestern Ontario. 
Before that, they were lumberjacks and farmers in the Dakota 
territory, Minnesota and Wisconsin. Before that they were 
lumberjacks and farmers in Michigan. Four generations, each one 
pioneering in a wild and increasingly harsh territory. Whatever 
drove them was obviously hereditary. Where did it come from? 

Well, before Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Dakota, Minne¬ 
sota, Wisconsin, and Michigan, there was Levi. He and his twin 
sister Levina were born on August 23, 1789 in Fitzwilliam, 
New Hampshire, one of the newly United States. Their parents 
Molly and David Sanders were born in His Majesty George 
II’s “Province of Massachusetts Bay,” many years before 
there was a union at all. 

Levi himself was a sut/z-generation pioneer when he bought 
80 acres of wilderness in the middle of the latest nowhere in 
Branch County, Michigan. For two hundred years his 
ancestors had been doing likewise in their turn, and what 
began as a personal quest for religious and social freedom 
became a multi-generational struggle for survival against 
mother nature, hysterical witch trial zealotry, literal 
scalping at the hands of displaced locals, and wars 
with foreign powers and their own monarch. 
Heading west and starting over was just what one 
did , and clearing acres of tree stumps on a 
homestead farm wasn’t a desperate risk or a crazy 
venture. 




Lev' 
Sand ers 


It was a bargain. 


Lines in the Sanders 


Levi is just one of the 16 great-great-grandparents* of Annie 
Sanders, 1 and the fan chart above shows all but one of the 16 of his 
own great-greats. We can’t explore 256 of her family lines in detail, 
but we’re going to try to outline the history of the deeper ones and 
establish our sources (which are surprisingly numerous) to 
encourage future research and set a rigorous example. 

Of course, they weren’t all named “Sanders.Look at the charts! 


Hint: You can read this from beginning to end, but the PDF document contains 
bookmarks for each of the family lines. You can also zoom to see maps and stuff. Note 
also that we use three types of superscripts: Lower case roman numerals, for “endnote” 
reference citations (last few pages); Symbols, for handier explanatory footnotes 
(like this one); and Digits, for distinguishing ancestral generations (explained later). 

^ They were also “Saunders” but don’t get hung up on that - the spellings were essentially 
interchangeable, and at the whim of the writer as much as the individual. There was no 
historical shift, language influence or consistent regional preference, just variations that 
eventually stuck when we started to get picky. 
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We’ve read and written stories about the Cockerills and O’Fallons. We have tantalizing clues about the 
Heroys and the Burroughs. The Sanders moniker has a longer unbroken line in our family only because 
it happened to include a longer list of consecutive male offspring. But almost exponentially numerous 
family lines converge in each of us, and our naming convention is just an accident of cultural habit that 
is not even that common, although systemic patriarchy certainly is. So why aren’t we challenging the 
default male-orientation by putting Anna Burroughs in the spotlight? Mostly because her ancestry is 
still uncertain and Levi’s happens to be remarkably well-documented. 
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Levi’s son Howard was the one weak link in our provable ancestry of the Sanders family. There is no 
single record that definitively ties Howard to Levi. Howard’s birth may not have been registered.^ His 
marriage record did not include his parents’ names (see below). Levi’s last will and testament, if it 
existed, has not been found. Census records during Howard’s childhood (1820, 1830, 1840) did not 
include names other than the head-of-household. Nevertheless, Howard’s descendants (including 
Annie Sanders-Ervick) share autosomal ’ DNA with descendants of both Levi’s and Anna’s ancestors. 


Ancestors appear to multiply exponentially (technically “geometrically,” since their numbers are a sequence based on discrete 
intervals), doubling every generation, but this doubling is ultimately countered by duplicates. The marriage of even the most distant 
cousins reduces the number of unique ancestors of their children, because some distant branch and everything preceding it is shared. If 
you knew them all and could zoom out enough, you would find that your ancestor tree isn’t an inverted pyramid, it’s more like a colossal 
pencil sharpened at both ends. And then chewed on. Narrow spots could be something of a concern, but it’s always sharpest at your end. 
That may sound like a compliment. 

Narrowing in the ancient direction is a consequence of population factors (geographical, cultural, and total) that limited the number of 
available mates. This is not “inbreeding.” If s just math. Without it, in about 35 generations (about a thousand years—a small fraction of 
biblical history and indistinguishable from zero in biological history) the number of ancestors in your tree would be 2 35 = 
34,359,738,368. That is way more ancestors than people (species and even genus), both living and dead, total, ever. 

^ If Howard was born in Michigan, no civil record exists because civil registration didn’t begin there until the 1860s. If it was in New 
Hampshire there may be a record, but we have not found it in Troy, where Levi appears in the 1820 census. 

J Autosomal DNA is from the 22 pairs of chromosomes that are always inherited from both parents, unlike the sex chromosomes where 
Y-DNA is passed strictly from father to son, and mitochomdrial DNA (mtDNA) which comes exclusively from mothers because it is 
contributed by the egg, not the sperm. All can be (and are) tested and matched, but so far our family has only taken autosomal tests. 
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There is also strong circumstantial evidence for the relationship: 

1. Howard was born in Michigan or New Hampshire, according to conflicting census records 
(1850 and 1860 respectively). Both are feasible and imply he was not a new immigrant 
appearing out-of-the-blue in the records. There were several Howard Sanders living in the 19 th 
century USA, but all were from southern states with unrelated marriages and offspring. 

2. Howard was certainly not a nephew of Levi (we have ruled out each of Levi’s brothers’ 
families), nor was he the child of any other Sanders family that we know of in New Hampshire, 
New York, or Michigan, and not even the genealogist-confusing Levi and Betsey Sanders of 
Weathersfield, Vermont, who had their children a decade later than Howard’s birth. 


3. Howard and Rachel Heroy were married in Union, Branch County, Michigan, just two years 
after Levi’s land patent^ had been granted in Branch County in 1839. Levi and the Widow 
Heroy (Rachel’s mother, Jane Kirkkum), were neighbours in the 1840 census (image page 5). 


4. Howard’s descendants used the name Levi, in particular his son Levi H Sanders, and his 


grandson Levi William Sanders, who appears to have been named after his paternal great 



grandfathers Levi Sanders and William Heroy 


Howard and Rachel's marriage record, November 14, 1841. 

County clerk for Branch, Michigan. 
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Levi Sanders land patent, signed by US president 
Martin van Buren, May 1, 1839. 

US Department of the Interior , Bureau of Land 
Management , Accession number: MI1510 _ .468. 


Betsey was born in 1809 according to later census records, so certainly did not have a child in 1820. 


T A “patent” is the document for the original distribution of federal land, so indicates that Levi was the first owner. The specific land 
described is the SW quarter of the NE quarter of section 4 (40 acres), and the SE quarter of the NW quarter of section 4 (40 acres), of 
township 8 south, in range 7 west, of the Michigan-Toledo Strip. Got it? Took me the better part of a day to draw one rectangle on the 
survey plat (next page). 



-4- 



jinc-maA/v 


SntVATJS/} PAJtT 


: • i. ! 


mi cm gait 


Prairie Ronde if 


Union 


Flowerfield ★ 


Coldwater 


Levi’s 1839 patent 


Branch County 


Map Of The Surveyed Part Of Michigan, by John Farmer. Engraved by S. Stiles & Co. New-York. 

Published by J.H. Colton & Co. New-York. 1837. Zoom for details. 


In 1840, Levi Sanders is listed in the US federal census of Coldwater, Branch County, Michigan. It’s a 
limited head-of-household census, with simple numeric counts of other individuals by age group. The 
Sanders family of 1840 included a man and woman both between the ages of 50 and 60 (Levi and 
Anna), a woman between 20 and 30 (unknown) and two boys, one younger than 5, and one between 5 
and 10 years old. Given their age, the boys are unlikely to have have been children of Levi and Anna, 
but may have been grandchildren—perhaps offspring of a 20-something daughter or niece. 


Original 1828 survey plat for Township 8 south, Range 7 west of the meridian known as the Michigan-Toledo Strip. 
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Howard has not been found in the 1840 census, most likely because he was in Prairie Ronde or on the 
road, and just a number in someone else’s Males 20 & under 30 column. There was one of those at the 
very recent Widow Heroy’s place, for example (she had Heroy sons in that age range). 



oC the whole: 


1840 US Federal Census, for Coldwater, Branch County, Michigan. Roll 203, Page 87a. 
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As tough as he probably was, Levi at 50 was old to be working unbroken land without grown sons at 
home. The land patent was designated for cash sale (sometimes there were additional conditions to be 
met, like clearing a certain percentage of it to be made arable, for example). It seems unlikely that he 
would be able to do that alone, and it’s not certain that they ever lived on it. Google maps today shows 
that particular 80-acre area to be forested over at least 60% of it. By 1850, he and Anna were living in 
Flowerfield, St. Joseph County, Michigan with real estate valued at $600. 

Levi died “instantly” in 1860 on the 16 th of February. His name (and cause of 
death—“old age”) is among those listed in the mortality schedule of the 1860 
US census for Flowerfield Township in St. Joseph County, Michigan—west of 
Branch. He is buried in the Flowerfield Baptist Church Cemetery, a few miles 
south of Kalamazoo. 11 Anna was 74; she lived with a family named Hix for an 
unknown period of time. She does not have a marker with Levi in Flowerfield. 

1860 US Federal Census, mortality schedule for Flowerfield, St. Joseph County, Michigan. 

SCHEDULE 8.— Persons who Died daring the Year ending 1st Jane, 1860, in 
County of State of , enumerated by me, 
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In the mean time, Howard had done what 
Sanders did: He moved on, north and 
west. Alto, Fond du Lac County, 

Wisconsin was the family home for many 
years. In 1850 he was a teamster, and he 
and his family lived with a single man 
named Edwin Twing. 111 By 1860, Howard 
had his own land in Alto and his 
occupation was farmer. 1V 

Howard died when he was only 43, just 
three years after his father Levi, leaving his 
wife Rachel with seven kids and more bills 
to pay than cash to pay them. v Fortunately 
her oldest daughter Louisa was newly 
married, and Louisa’s husband George 
McDonald was able to buy the farm, or 
enough of it (it was a piecemeal holding of 
40, 40, 40, and 80 acre plots, as you can 
see) for Rachel to pay the creditors. The 
family stayed together at that time. 

Howard and Rachel had Louisa in Michigan; all the other kids were bom in Wisconsin. 1 

i. Louisa, born abt 1844, Michigan; married George McDonald, abt 1863, Alto, Fond du Lac, 

Wisconsin. 

ii. Eliza, born 1847, Wisconsin; married Seymour Wilcox Barrows, 14 May 1870, Steele County, 

Minnesota; died 1907, Minnesota. 

-> hi. Edwin Winslow, born Apr 1849, Waupun, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin; married Roxanna (Annie) 
O'Fallon, 22 Jun 1873, Waconia, Carver, Minnesota; died 5 Nov 1905, Ethelbert, Manitoba, 
Canada, q.v. next page 

iv. Edgar B, bom 22 Mar 1851, Wisconsin; married Rosa-, 1886; died 16 Feb 1912, Olmsted 

County, Minnesota. 

v. Albert Cooper, born 15 Jul 1853, Alto, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin; married Emeline Babler, 23 

Dec 1875, Owatonna, Steele, Minnesota; died 21 Aug 1914, Owatonna, Steele, Minnesota. 

vi. Levi H, born Oct 1855, Wisconsin; died 9 Jul 1876, Owatonna, Steele, Minnesota. 

vii. Sarah A, born 26 Jun 1859, Wisconsin; married Alvin Prier, 1880; died 12 Dec 1913, Dawson 

Creek, British Columbia, Canada. 

Rachel Sanders died on February 8, 1879 V1 at the age of 57 in Meriden, Steele County, Minnesota, and 
is buried with several of her children in Owatonna where her son Albert Cooper Sanders lived until 
1914 vn There are almost certainly relationship clues in the middle names of Howard and Rachel’s 
children—“Winslow” and “Cooper” stand out—but the connections remain elusive. 

It was in the westward move from Wisconsin to Minnesota in the late 1860s that the Sanders family 
crossed paths with the O’Fallons. Edwin Winslow Sanders (our line) and Roxanna (Annie) O’Fallon 
were married on June 22, 1873 in Waconia, Carver County, Minnesota. Roxanna was born in New 
York but her family had also been moving west in the 1860s, ultimately settling in central Minnesota 
(Meeker, McLeod, and Carver counties). We can’t be sure when or where they actually met, but it 
should not surprise us that Edwin was in Steele County in 1870, which means the O’Fallons lived 
northwest of him. He was a Sanders after all, and they all seem to have faced that direction. 
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As can be seen from the birthplaces of their children, Edwin and Roxanna spent the first 18 years of 
their marriage in Minnesota, except for a brief time in Brookings around 1880, vm which at that time 
was just across the western border of Minnesota in the Dakota Territory (the town is now in South 
Dakota). Their Dakota adventure didn’t last though; by 1883 they were back in Minnesota. 

Edwin and Roxanna had nine children when they moved north and west again, probably in the spring 
of 1891, this time to Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. Their tenth child, Rose Ann, was Canadian) 

i. Edgar Patrick , born 25 Apr 1874, Waconia, Carver, Minnesota; married Mary Ralston, 27 Feb 

1907, Ethelbert, Manitoba; died 1942. 

ii. Levi William (Ted), born 28 Sep 1875, Waconia, Carver, Minnesota; married [1] Emma Rhodes, 

23 Sep 1903, rural Manitoba; married [2] Myrtle Hogue, abt 1920. 
hi. George Howard, bom 15 Nov 1877, Waconia, Carver, Minnesota; married Margaret McLean; 
died 1936. 

iv. John Edwin, born 29 Dec 1879, Dakota Territory; married Margaret Philcox, 9 Jun 1908, 

Dauphin, Manitoba. 

v. Henry T, bom on 17 Apr 1881, Hutchinson, McLeod, Minnesota ; married Thelma Olson, abt 

1913. 

■A vi. Francis Albert (Frank), bom 10 Jun 1883, Hutchinson, McLeod, Minnesota, USA; married 
Gladys Anna Cockerill, 1 Nov 1908, Dauphin, Manitoba, Canada; died 28 Sep 1950, Fort 
Frances, Ontario. 

vii. Michael (Mike), born, 28 May 1885, Hutchinson, McLeod, Minnesota; died 12 Nov 1907, 

Roblin, Manitoba. 

viii. Mary Rachel, born 11 Jul 1888, Waconia, Carver, Minnesota; married Frank Hussey, abt 1913; 

died 1945. 

ix. Sylvester (Spud), born 24 Jan 1891, Waconia, Carver, Minnesota; married Annette Cockerill, 

1915, Kamsack, Saskatchewan; died 12 Feb 1959. 

x. Rose Ann, born 16 Mar 1897, Portage La Prairie, Marquette, Manitoba; married Rudall (Kelly) 

Cockerill, 1919, Herbert, Saskatchewan; died 21 Nov 1943. 

Edwin died in Manitoba in the fall of 1905, and although Annie outlived him (and most of their 
children) by almost 50 years, they share a marker in Oaknook Cemetery in Gilbert Plains, Manitoba, 
just west of Dauphin. 

Their son Frank (our line) was either a rebel or held his compass all 
upside-downy, because he was the first Sanders in eight generations to be 
buried east of his birthplace, if only just. He worked his way as far west 
as Canora, Saskatchewan before turning east back through Manitoba to 
Fort Frances, where he died barely 50 miles east (and 200 north) of his 
birthplace in Hutchinson, Minnesota. Even so, his eventual easterly 
journey led him to ... wait for it... northwestern Ontario. 

There is much more to his legacy than just his burial place of course, and 
stories about Frank’s family and his siblings’ travails and travels, but this 
was supposed to be a brief account of his great-grandfather Levi’s 
descendants and their northwestward ways. In order to do the same for 
Levi’s west-bound ancestors, we need to rewind. East, and back. 

Way, way back. 



Frank Sanders, c. 1925. 


Henry appears as a 4-month-old infant in the 1880 census of Brookings, Dakota Territory, so there is reason to doubt this birth date, and 
that of his brother John who is not listed in 1880, even though he is clearly the elder brother. 








The Sanders Line 
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John 1 Sanders* stepped onto the deck of the Confidence on April 24, 1638. Charles I was king in 
England, for the time being. Galileo was under house arrest in Florence for arguing that the Earth was 
not the centre of the universe. Nullo modo, Galileo! (that’s Latin for No way, Jose!) 


The ship was docked at Southampton, on the southern coast of England. According to the passenger 
list, lx ’ x John was from Langford, in the parish of Downton, Wiltshire. He was only 25 years old, and his 
parentage is still uncertain, but he travelled with four men identified as servants. They were not 
actually in John’s employ; researchers speculate xl xu that they were Puritans escaping religious 
persecution together under cover of John’s family. Similarly, he was accompanied by “his wife: Sara” 
who was more likely his sister or cousin. We know this because both married others very soon after 
their arrival in the new world. ’ From the passenger list of the Confidence: 


John Sanders, 25, of Langford, Wilts, husbandman, Settled Salisbury 


Accompanied by: 


his wife: 
? relationship: 
servants: 


Sara 

John Cole 
Roger Eas[t]man 
Richard Blake 
William Cottle 


[age not recorded] 
40 
25 
16 
12 


Robert King [Ring] 24 


Among others of his fellow travellers were John and Ann Rolfe and their 18-year old daughter Hester. 
She married John 1 Sanders, most likely in 1638, xm after they landed at the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

The Sanders and Rolfes had a long history in Wiltshire xlv and were among the founding families of 
Salisbury, Massachusetts. A John Sanders appears on a list of petitioners for permission “to begin a 
plantation at Merrimack” xv which was granted on September 6, 1638, very soon after their arrival from 
England. The plantation on the north side of the Merrimack river was first called “Colchester” but 
renamed to Salisbury in 1640. John and his father-in-law John Rolfe were among those who received 
grants in the “first division” of land in 1639. Their names also appear on the first tax list of 1650, 
although John Sanders was among three men noted to have been “disallowed for being townsmen and 
Comoners [sic].” This sounds to our ears like a rejection, but those terms were aspirational at that time; 
we think it meant simply that John had already achieved that status in another town and should 
therefore not have to pay Salisbury taxes. In fact, John 1 Sanders had “removed” to Newbury in 1642, XV1 
just across the Merrimack river, although it appears that Hester remained in Salisbury (or returned to 
her parents’ home to give birth) for a few years after that. Her uncle Henry Rolfe lived in Newbury. XV11 
Children of John 1 and Hester (some dispute the Newbury births, but our John 2 was not among them): 


i. Hester, born 5 Sep 1639, Salisbury. 

ii. John, bom 1 Jul 1641, Salisbury; died 3 Sep 1641. 
hi. Ruth, born 16 Dec 1642, Salisbury. 

-> iv. John 1 , born 10 Dec 1644, Salisbury; q.v. below 

v. Sarah, born 20 Aug 1646, Newbury, [the mother’s name is absent from Newbury records] 

vi. Mary, bom 12 Jun 1649, Newbury, 
vn. Abigail, born 12 April 1651, Newbury. 

vui. Joseph, born 28 Aug 1653, Newbury; d. April 24, 1654. 
ix. Elizabeth, born 26 Jan 1654/55, Newbury. 


In the context of the Sanders pedigree here, the superscript “1” corresponds to the generation. He is John-the-first (in our telling). 

^ Other researchers have assumed that Sarah died during the voyage to explain John’s (re)marriage in 1638. However, that theory is a 
spectacular failure when it comes to explaining Sarah’s own marriage to Robert Pike in Salisbury on April 3, 1641. 
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Something strange happened in 1655. John 1 Sanders is said to have returned to England without his 
family, where he lived the rest of his days. xvm Although many researchers have confused and conflated 
Sanders lines and Johns in particular (father-with-son, cousin-with-cousin, in Wiltshire and in New 
England both) our analysis cannot rule out the possibility that he abandoned his wife and kids. A will 
(apparently extant) from the John Sanders who died in Downton in about 1674 may clarify. 

John 2 Sanders, the surviving son by that name of John 1 of Salisbury, lived in Billerica, Massachusetts 
in 1671. According to Henry Allen Hazen’s History of Billerica, Massachusetts : X1X 

John was here in 1671, and perhaps earlier; his origin is unknown- 
He received a grant of a 5-acre right. 1682, Dec. 25. His house was South-East 
of North Billerica, near the crossing of the highway by the railroad. 



John 2 was among the earliest inhabitants of Billerica, in what appears to have been the second group to 
take their oath of fidelity required to be accounted a “freeman” of the town. xx The first was in 1666; 


John's name is in the second group eleven years later, 
undated foldout by Hazen. 

At that time, Billerica (originally known 
as Shawshin ) was a new settlement in 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony, which 
was expanding inland from the earlier 
coastal plantations like Salem, Boston, 
and Salisbury. Hazen’s History has 
many details about the political, judi¬ 
cial, and ecclesiastical structures that 
had roles in its founding and evolution. 

A brief summary would be that it was 
really complicated. 


His home was #75 on the map below, an 


The original colony concept in the first 
half of the 17 th century was a business 
arrangement. Charters were granted to 
specific individuals who intended to 
profit (and ship goods and pay taxes to 
the king) by establishing plantations and 
exploiting resources. They sold shares 
and shareholders were granted original 
land and governance rights. But 
someone had to do the actual work, and 
the motives and plans of the pioneering 
immigrants themselves were varied and 
less commercial. Some were deportees 
who had been on the wrong side of the 



Another Sanders line in New England, which we will refer to as “the Johns of Salem and Maine,” includes father, son, and grandson 
named John. The elder John of that line was said to be from Weeke (now Wick) in Downton, Wiltshire, and one of the founders of the 
failed Weymouth Colony in the 1620s. He journeyed back and forth several times, confounding passenger lists, before eventually settling 
in Wells, Maine in 1644 (our John 1 was still having kids in Massachusetts then) and died in Salem in 1670. His son is almost the same 
age as our John 1 but settled in Salem, married Priscilla Grafton, and died aged 30 after his son John was born, but before our John 2 was 
bom. The similarities between lines have been the downfall of Sanders researchers for centuries, literally. xlv Both share geographical 
origins and destinations during the same time period so are likely related, but we are choosing to avoid speculation for now. 
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English civil war (and the “wrong side” changed several times between 1640 and 1660). Some were 
adventurers in search of opportunity and fame. Others were Puritan refugees who sought to establish a 
theocracy out from under the thumb of the Anglican king; this is romanticized today but although most 
were kind and charitable, they were very selectively so. They played a dominant role in the 
government of the Massachusetts Bay Colony in particular, and not always to its benefit. 

You’ve heard of the Salem witch trials? Just down the road. 
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And so for many decades, people didn’t just move to a new town on a whim, they were deliberately 
admitted, and only with references or a probationary period. Each settlement had its own inducements 
and criteria, and operated within the larger colonial charters like local church republics. They chose 
“selectmen” to represent them in colonial government functions. If newly arrived grantees failed to 
erect a building within a set time limit, or were banished for other infractions, the land reverted back to 
the town’s common land (to the benefit of the “common” townsmen). The net result was sometimes 
contentious but seems to have been guided by deliberate fairness and rewarding merit as defined by 
contribution to the success of the colony and absolute adherence to its religious orthodoxy. Still, there 
was a colonial General Court that was very busy as land was granted, inherited, sold, divided, 
consolidated, redistributed, and occasionally hexed (see The Levistone Une) . 

Whatever his bent and qualifications, the earliest record of John 2 Sanders in Billerica is of his marriage 
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to Mary Farley on October 16, 1671. xxu Mary was the daughter of George Farley, an earlier settler of 
nearby Woburn, Massachusetts whose line is described later (see The Farley Line) . Importantly, their 
marriage record includes the names of John’s parents: John Sanders and Hester “Rafe.” The inclusion 
of his mother’s name is a very fortunate detail, because it allows us to distinguish between multiple 
different John Sanders among the early colonists. His mother’s surname was actually Rolfe, and this 
ties John 2 of Billerica to John 1 of Salisbury. 

John 2 and Mary had 5 children in Billerica according to Hazen’s History of Billerica, Massachusetts : 

i. Mary, born 24 Jun 1672; died 9 Aug. 

ii. Hanah, bom. 27 Mar 1673/74. 

-> hi. John 3 , [aka John jr in Billerica records] born 16 Feb 1677/78; married Hannah Dutton, 3 Sep 
1706; died before 1741. 

iv. Mary, born 29 Oct 1680. 

v. James, born 14 Sep 1684; died 17 Sep. 

Hazen’s information about our Sanders families in Billerica is corroborated by the “Tan Book” series, 
a compilation of original records of Massachusetts towns (undoubtedly including the same records 
used by Hazen in his History ) which has been indexed by The Massachusetts Vital Records Project .™ 1 

John 2 died on July 10, 1726, in what by that time was the Province of Massachusetts Bay. His death is 
recorded in the Billerica records, as is that of Mary who died 14 years earlier. Their burial place is not 
known. Of their apparently surviving children, no trace has been found except for John 3 in our line. 
This was an exceptionally challenging period for colonists in New England, because on top of basic 
struggles for survival there were active and bloody conflicts with the local indigenous populations, 
whose alliances were split between English, French and Dutch interests. The first two “Indian Wars”— 
King Philip’s War (1675-78) and King William's War (1688-97)—were felt directly (actual attacks, 
see The Levistone Line ) and indirectly (taxation and service for defences) in Billerica. The Sanders 
family seems to have escaped the worst of the direct effects in spite of their relatively remote location. 

In contrast to his parents and perhaps as a reflection of a more secure and prosperous colony, John 3 
Sanders and Hannah Dutton had a very large family. Their children’s births were all recorded in 
Billerica, and almost all of them survived to have children of their own. This marks the beginning of a 
vast expansion in the family, and in the colonies. 

i. John 4 , born 2 Apr 1707. 

ii. Mary, bom 10 Jun 1708; married Joseph Jewett of Groton, 25 Sep 1738. 

hi. James, born 26 Jul 1710; married Elizabeth Frost, 14 Apr 1735; died 17 May 1780. 

iv. Obediah, bom 4 Dec 1712; married Mary Snow, 14 Sep 1742. 

v. David 4 , born 14 Apr 1716; married Abigail Snow, 23 Nov 1743; died 10 May 1777. q.v. 

vi. Hannah, bom 16 Apr 1718; married Samuel Hall [his second wife], 24 Apr, 1751; died 14 May 

1803 in Connecticut. 

vii. Sarah, born 5 Feb 1720/21. 

vm. Rachel and ix. Esther, twins born 17 Jan 1722/23; Esther died 9 May 1723. 

x. Jonas, born 23 Feb 1725/26. 

xi. Benjamin, born 10 Jul 1730; married Elizabeth Levistone, 4 Jun 1765. 

xii. Amos, bom 20 Aug 1731; married Esther-. 

xm. Abigail, born 1 Jun 1733; married Nathan Kittredge, 18 Jan 1759; died 15 Nov 1785. 


You may imagine the similarity of cursively written “ol” in KofE and “a” in 'Rafe' in old records. The name is also seen as Rojfe 
and Roafe. Here’s a little Easter egg: Google “John Rolfe 1614.” That John Rolfe may have been a relative of our John Rolfe (though not 
an immediate one—those Rolfes came from Norfolk, not Wiltshire) whose famous wife could therefore be an in-law of yours. 
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In later records John is described as being “of Tewksbury,” which is perfectly consistent with the 
location of his father’s home at the northern limit of Billerica, and the creation of the town of 
Tewksbury in 1734, out of land that was formerly part of Billerica. xxm 

The death of John 3 is not recorded in Billerica or Tewksbury. His wife Hannah died on March 31, 1741 
and is described in the Billerica death records as the widow of John, so we can conclude that he 
predeceased her. This conclusion is indirectly supported by the following copy of the seating plan for 
the meeting house from the late 1730s, also from Hazen’s History of Billerica, Massachusetts. 
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the number of families in tlie congregation, judging from this record, 
must have been near one hundred and forty. The deacons were 
seated in front of the pulpit, and their wives with the widows, and 
two other ladies are specially provided for. In the two front seats 
we see the twenty men who are dignified with the title of “Mr.” 
Of the first ten, Mr. Richardson, aged fifty-six, was the youngest. 


LIST OF SITTINGS IN THE MEETING-HOUSE, ABOUT 173(1. 


“Fore seat below: 
Mr. Enoch Killer. 

Mr. Sam 1 . Danforth. 
Mr. Isaac Stearns. 

Mr. Tho: Pattin. 

Mr. Nathan Crosbey. 
Mr. Thomas Baldwin. 
Mr. John Needham. 

Mr. Jonathan Hill. 

Mr. W m . Manning. 

Mr. Natt*. Richardson. 

2d seal below: 

Mr. Hugh Ditson. 

Mr. Sam 1 . Hill. JnnL 
Mr. John Wilson. 
l>r. R. Tool harm*. 

Mr. John Leavenston. 
Mr. Oliver Farmer. 

Mr. Benoney Spalilwin. 
Mr. John Durrani. 

Mr. John Walker. 

Mr. Oliver Whiting. 

3d seal below: 
Josiah Crosbey. 

John Sanders* 

Ralph Hill. 

Edward Farmer. 

Benj. Walker. 

Jona u . Danforth. 

Josiah Brown. 

Seth Ross. 

Enoch Kidder. Jun r . 
John Pollard. 


Front fore seat: 
Dan 1 . Stiekney. 

Jacob French. 

John Baldwin. 

Sand. Brown. 

Jacob Danforth. 
Stephen Richardson. 
Thomas Crosbey. 
Thom. Ross. 

Sam 1 . Danforth, Jim*. 
Benj. Frost. 

4tli seat below: 
Timothy Farley. 
Robert Blare. 
Jonathan Kemp. 
Nicolas Sprake. 

John Blatu-hrd. 

Seth Putnam. 

Benj"'. Hopkins. 
Edward Pollard. 

John Brown. 

Thom. Horsley. 

5th seat below: 
Eben Dowse. 

W‘". Shed. 

Sam 1 . Danforth. Tors. 
Joseph MunRoe. 
Abraham Durrant. 
Sami. Rich arson. 
James Farley. 

W ,M . Manning. Jmt r . 
John Pattin. 

Clement Chamberlin. 


Oth seat below : 
James Crosbey. 

James Frost. 

W'». Tarbell. 

Nicolas Danforth. 
Isaac Marshall. 

Joseph Hill. Jun r . 
llezekinh Duntley. 
Joseph Kemp. 

Natt 1 . Pattin. 

Richard Farmer. 

7 th seat below: 
Sam 1 . Hall. 

John Frost. 

W“. Needham. 
Eleay.er Whiting. 
Jacob Willson. 
Jeremiah Abbott. 
Jonathan Kemp. Jim 1 ’. 
Janies Sanders. 

Peter Ilill. 

John Blanchard, .lun r . 

Sth seat below: 
Benj. Manning. 

James Ditson. 
Jeremiah Baldwin. 
Joseph Walker. 
Richard Snow. 

John Horsley. 

Natt 1 . Pollard. 

Eben Hill. 

Tho. Leavenstou. 
Nicolas French. 
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LIST OF SITTINGS IN THE MEETING-HOUSE. — Continued. 


Fore seat , side Gallerie: 
W«". Kidder. 

David Baldwin. 

W">. Baldwin. 

Ralph Hill, Jun r . 

Eben French. 

Samuel Whiting. 

Nicolas Sprake. Jun r . 
Sam 1 . Hill. Ters. 
Thomas Ditson. 
Jonathan Richardson. 
Benj. Durrant. 

John Durrant, Ters. 
Joseph Patten. 

John Parker. 

Andrew Farmer. 

John Trull. 

W ra . Bowrs. 

W m . French, Ters. 

2d seat , Front Gallerie: 
W ,n . Medoel [McDowellJ. 
Josiah Crosbey. Junr. 
James Laws. 

Jacob Manning. 


Arthur Mullin. 

John Willoughbey. 
Dan 1 . Shed. 

Jon*. Hill, Jun r . 

Josiah Kemp. 

Roger Toothaker, Jun r . 

2d seat, side Gallerie: 
John Dows. 

Tim Fa rlcy. Jun r . 
Joseph Farley, Jun r . 
James Freeland. 

Joseph Osgood. 

Sain 1 . Hill, qunr’s. 
Henry Jetfts. Juu r . 
Natt 1 . Ranger. 

Seth Willson. 

Robert Walker. 

Sam 1 . Blanchard. 

Sam 1 . Crosbey. 

Jona. Danforth, Jun r . 
Thomas Davis. 

.Tosiab Dutton. 

John llagott. 

Dan 1 . Leavenston. 


Obedlah Sanders. 

David Sanders. 

Joseph Walker, Juu r . 
Ezekiel Walker. 

Uriah Loauord. 

Benj. Walker, Jun*. 

Natt 1 . Brown. 

Nathan Crosbey. Juu r . 
Oliver Crosbey. 

Jon*. Crosbey. 

Benj". Dowse. 

hi ye fore seat below: 
Deae". Davis* wife. 
Deac". Hill s wife. 

Deac". Abbott's wife. 

Natt 1 . Richardson's and 
W» Mailing's wives in 
v e ‘jii seat below. 

Widow Rogers, 3 d seat 
below; Widow Whit¬ 
ing, 3 J seat below. 


The question of a colleague for the pastor came before the town, 
174G-7, March .3, and a committee, Benjamin Tompson. Esq., Capt. 
Thomas Kidder, and Dea. Joshua Abbott, was appointed, to confer 
with Mr. Buggies. They reported that lie was “very free,” and 
“desired that the town would proceed in that affaire.” Another 
committee, of seven, was then directed to “desire Mr. Buggies to 
assis with them in calling in some of the neighboring ministers to 
keep a Day of prayer, to seek divine direction in that affaire.” On 
the report of this committee, April G. the question arose, whether 
“the Town would proceed to hear any Gen 11 to preach upon proba¬ 
tion,” and “it passed in the negative by a great •majority.” Plainly 
the mind of the town was made up as to tho call to be given, and a 
young Harvard graduate, who taught the school in 174G. had won 
their hearts. It is not in evidence that the proposed “Day of 
prayer” was held. The church waived its legal right to the first 
vote in the choice of a pastor, and, “at a General Town Meeting,” 
April 28: “The church and town unanimously voted and made 


In it we find a John Sanders in the 3d seat below. This could be John 3 except that he would probably 
have been a “Mr.” aged 60 or so (in spite of being called “John junior” for most of his life). It could 
also be 30-year-old John 4 , the oldest son perhaps having recently taken his father’s place higher in the 
social ranking. Since there don’t seem to be any clues to the death of John 3 , we need one about the life 
of John 4 in order to be more certain. Second son James is in the 7 th seat below, and younger brothers 
Obediah and David 4 (our line) are seated in the side gallery with the unmarried men (David would 
have been about 20 years old). Other family names from Levi’s fan chart also stand out: Levistone, 
Ross, Frost, Farley, Sprake, Shed, Snow, Dutton, Trull, Parker. The seating plan doesn’t contain much 
actual data, but imagine the scene! So many of our Sanders ancestors, gathered together in one room. 


A hundred years had passed since the arrival of the Confidence in Boston. 
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Another striking thought: Americans proudly refer to their Founding Fathers; some of those founders’ 
grandfathers may have been among these men. John Adams, resident of Massachusetts Bay and future 
second president whose signature is on the Declaration of Independence, was in diapers (or in utero ). 
George Washington was a five-year-old in Virginia. The oldest of the signatories, Benjamin Franklin, 
was the same age as the fourth generation Sanders brothers. 

So where are we? 

1613: John 1 Sanders is born in Wiltshire, England 

1638: Emigrates west to the New World and marries Hester Rolfe 

They live in Salisbury then Newbury, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

-> 1644: John 2 is born in Salisbury, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1655: Dad goes out for tea...in England 

1671: John 2 heads west, marries Mary Farley in Billerica, stays put 

-> 1677: John 3 is born in Billerica, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1706: Marries Hannah Dutton in Charlestown, Province of Massachusetts Bay 

They come to their senses and return west to live in Billerica, later Tewksbury 

-> 1716: David 4 is born in Billerica, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1743: Marries Abigail Snow in Billerica 


The births of the children of David 4 and Abigail were all recorded in Billerica: 
i. Abigail, born 11 Oct 1744. 

-> ii. David 5 , bom 22 Feb 1745/46; married Molly (Polly) Levistone, 31 Dec 1771 in Billerica; died 19 
Jun 1823, Troy, NH. 

hi. Jonathan, bom 3 Dec 1747; died 1 Oct 1749. 

iv. Sarah, born 6 Nov 1749. 

v. Jonathan, bom 3 Dec 1751. 

vi. Ebenezer, born 11 Jan 1754; married Martha Stickney, 10 Feb 1786 in Billerica; died 7 Dec 

1836, Fitzwilliam, NH. 

vii. Benjamin, born 18 Sep 1755; married Mary Stickney, 7 Sep 1784 in Tewksbury; died 15 Jun 

1837, Tewksbury. 

viii. Judith, born 16 Aug 1757. 

ix. Patty, born 28 Oct 1759; married James Harwood, 4 Dec 1783 in Billerica; died 1839. 

x. Joshua, born 1 Apr 1762; married [1] Lydia Chamberlain, 14 Mar 1785, she died; married [2] 

Sarah Farmer, 5 Feb 1790 in Tewksbury; died 4 Feb 1840, Montpelier, Vermont. 

xi. Anne, born 27 Jan 1765; died 5 Mar 1766. 

David 4 had too many older brothers to inherit much land in Billerica/Tewksbury, and his own children 
must have concluded that their prospects would be better if they resumed their westward migration. 
David 5 (our line) had two young children when he and his wife Molly Levistone headed northwest into 
New Hampshire and new territory. His brother Ebenezer followed later, probably with their mother 
Abigail after the death of her husband. She died in Fitzwilliam, NH. 

David 5 Sanders and Molly settled in Fitzwilliam in 1781 XX1V arriving from New Ipswich, NH. David’s 
name appears on revolutionary war muster roles in New Ipswich xxv where he and Molly had 3 of their 
children. XXV1 Incidentally, his answer to that call in 1777 qualifies his descendants for membership in 
the Sons/Daughters of the American Revolution, if you are so inclined. Membership in those 
organizations does not depend on citizenship (there are Canadian chapters), just proof of an ancestor’s 
service in the American War of Independence. More lines than just Sanders pass muster in that regard. 
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Because they were on the move, no single reference can place the births of all of their children. 
Historians of Billerica knew about the first two, and that the family moved to New Hampshire. In 
Fitzwilliam, they had nearly the full 
list, but were unaware of the three 
bom in New Ipswich. And in New 
Ipswich, their stay had been too brief 
for them to be noted among its 
“principal families” so a genealogy 
wasn’t undertaken. Finally, by the 
time the township of Troy, NH was 
established in 1815, many of the kids 
had moved out on their own. The 
Fitzwilliam list is pictured here. 

The biographical paragraph is a little 
cryptic. In other words: 

David 5 ...came to Fitzwilliam, 

New Hampshire probably in the 
fall of 1780; settled on Lot 23 N 
in Range 5 W . Died June 19, 

1823, aged 77. He married 
Molly Livingston, who died 
June 25, 1822, aged 71. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sanders were 
admitted to the church in 
Fitzwilliam on January 28, 

1781, on letter from the church 
in Billerica, and were dis¬ 
missed September 3, 1815, to 
form the church in Troy. 

Children VI-XII were born in 
Fitzwilliam; baptisms were 
recorded for children V-XII in 
Fitzwilliam; children I-V were 
probably born in Billerica. 

The Fitzwilliam genealogy is missing son David (second son, born in Billerica in 1773), it has Ezra 
incorrectly third (he was firstborn in Billerica), and adds Charles (no birthdate) of whom there is no 
earlier record as a child of David 5 and Molly.^ This highlights the limitations of secondary sources like 
these town histories (which are truly remarkable works that authors spent decades in research and 
compilation in some cases, but were necessarily limited in scope and mostly 19 th century resources), 
when compared with the historically unprecedented power of the information at our fingertips today. 

The Fitzwilliam history goes on to describe the family of David’s younger brother, Ebenezer, who 
arrived there about ten years later. They both had homes north of the boundary that eventually became 
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David Saunders, from Billerica, Mass., came to F. 
prob. in the fall of 1780 ? settled on L 23 It 5 ; d. June 
19, 1823, a. 77 v. He m. Molly Livingston, who d. June 
25, 1822, a. 71V Mr. and Mrs. S, were adni. to chh. in 
F. Jan. 28, 1781, on letter from the chh. in B., and 
were dis. Sept. 3, 1815, to form chh. in Troy. Ch. 
vi. -.xii. b. in F.; v.-xii. bapt. rec. in F.; i.-v. prob. 
b. in B. 

I. Charles , m. Dec. 22, 1796, Sally, dau. of Silas 
and Elizabeth Angier, q.v. 
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u. 

hi. 


Isaac. 

Ezra, m. Polly, dan. of Abijah and Marv Stow¬ 
ed, q.v . No rec. of b. of ch. but 

1. Gilman, d. May 11, 1800, a. 2 y. 0 mos. 
Polly, m. Feb. 24, 1799, Amos Locke, q.v. 
Sarah, bapt. June 24, 1781 ; in. Jail. 20, 1801, 
Luther Knight, bapt. July 30, 1775, s. of 
Amos and Susanna (Maynard), q.v. Joseph 
Knight, s. of Amos and Susanna, was b. June 
G, 1773. 

Joshua, b. June 30, 1782 ; d. Mar. 4, 1790. 

John , b. Aug. 11, 1784; m. Jan. 2G, 1807, 
Mary, b. Dec. 17, 1785, dan. of Nahum and 
Mary (Taylor) Ilowe, q.v. 

Jesse, b. June 1, 17S0. 

Levi , b. Aug. 23, 1789. 
x. Levina (twin), b. Aug. 23, 17S9 ; in. Jan. 19, 
1807, Jesse Livingston, of Unity, N. II., who 
d., and she m. (2d) Elisha Drury, q.v. 

XI. Joshua , b. Nov. 1, 1792 ; d. Nov. 13, 1792. 
xir. Joseph, b. Jan. 30, 1794. 


IV. 

v. 


VI. 

VII. 


VIII. 

IX. 


Ebexezer Saunders, a younger bro. of David, No. 
1. was b. in Billerica, Jan. 11, 1754 ; d. in F. Dee. 7, 
1S34 ; m. Feb. 10, 17SG, Martha, b. Apr. 9, 1703 ; d. 
Oct. 29, 1853, dau. of Eleazer and Martha (Brown) 
Stickney, of B. Came to F. in Sept., 17S9, and settled 
on L 19 R 11, where they lived till ah. 1813 ; afterward 
lived at various places in F.. and for a short time in 
Richmond, N. H., and Dnmmerston, Yt. 


* We know of the births David 5 and Molly’s children in New Ipswich (Isaac, Polly, and Sarah) from original source records there. 

t Charles Sanders also does not appear in David’s will; we conclude that he was not of their issue, and that the Fitzwilliam genealogy was 
incorrect. There were other Sanders families in New Hampshire; he may even have been related, just not their son. 
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the township of Troy, NH, still in the county of Cheshire. David’s farm was on Lot 23 of Range 5 of 
Fitzwilliam, XXV11 but most maps show the northern border of Fitzwilliam ending after Lot 20. In 1815 
they became residents of Troy without moving. They had 87 acres of land and a house worth $120. 


The reference to “admitting” and “dismissing” regarding the church in Fitzwilliam is notable. Into the 
early 1800s, most New England towns were still strictly theocratic and exclusive, and the concept of 
the separation of church and state had not yet taken hold. Except in Rhode Island, which was founded 
by those escaping religious persecution by Puritans in Massachusetts, who had fled England for the 
very same reason but needed another century or two to appreciate the irony. 


If. Im. ^^(1^1.. 


r. A 3#./n? 



Uftnml 



Levi and Levina were the 9 th and 10 th (there is no 
record of which twin was born first) of the twelve 
children of David 5 Sanders and Molly Levistone. 
Her family name may have been a factor in the 
twins’ naming, although “Levi” was not unique in 
New England of that era, and “Lovina” is also seen 
(including but not limited to her own children). 
Their birth records are awful (these images are 
1906 transcriptions by the incompetent^ town clerk 
of Fitzwilliam who was reading—poorly—from 
earlier records), but as we’ve seen, their names and 
twinship are established in other records, and by 
more careful transcribers. 
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Fitzwilliam in the 1790s was a farming community near the northern frontier. Having recently repelled 
the British and their indigenous allies from the north, they were still paying off bounties that had been 
offered to local men for their service in the continental army and for guarding against the return of 
loyalist traitors (many of whom had left valuable property behind), raising money for schools, roads (a 
new l0-per-acre tax was levied in 1789) and church ministers, and settling-in to state and nationhood. 


Then came another war. Far from being disruptive though, “...what is called ‘the War of 1812’ was, 
throughout all this region, extremely unpopular, and while the leading-men were disposed to avoid 
most studiously everything approaching treasonable acts, the determination was general to bring the 
struggle to an end as soon as it could be done in a constitutional manner.”™ 111 Levi was of an age to be 
involved at 23, but only a handful of men from Fitzwilliam/Troy were ever actually called upon and he 
was not among them. The future second husband of his twin sister was, but none saw active duty. 


Levi married Anna Burroughs in Anna’s hometown of Alstead, New Hampshire on April 17, 1817. 
Alstead is 30 miles north of Troy and we’re not sure how they met. The Burroughs family was a large 
one in Alstead, originally settling together with as many as four brothers including Anna’s father. 
Unfortunately, Alstead is one of the few towns in New England without a published history old enough 
to be out of copyright, and without vital records on-line. A visit may be required! Levi and Anna 
appear to have lived in Troy after their marriage, XX1X although no births were recorded there. 

Levi’s father David 5 died on June 19, 1823, a year after his wife Molly Levistone. They are buried in 
the Troy Village Cemetery.™ David’s will contains a detailed list of their surviving children. A 
codicil, obviously added after Molly’s death, also captures Levina’s remarriage. Levi was the executor. 


And then Rhode Island did the same thing to Irish Catholics, profited mightily from the slave trade, and spawned white supremacists 
well into the 20 th century. Unfortunately “Freedom” and “Equality” are words that are widely spoken and narrowly understood. 

^ I considered the gentler “careless” to describe the bush-league clerk (get it?), but consider: Careful attention to detail is a core job 
requirement for someone keeping Vital Records; being obviously not careful is fairly, squarely, and particularly incompetent. QED 
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Zoom in! It’s worth it, just for the word “eleventhly.” 

According to the Troy histories, Levi and Anna spent some time 
on the family farm there after his father’s death, before moving 
to New York [State] in 1825. XXX1 For years we could not find a 
trace of them in New York and assumed that they may not have 
left one. Levi’s older brother John lived in Elizabethtown, NY 
(northwest of Troy, NH), and the Heroy family (Rachel who 
married Levi’s son Howard 13 pages ago) had roots in eastern 
New York, but Levi and Anna were nowhere to be found. 

However, we recently stumbled across a reference to records of 
the Holland Land Company of Western New York, XXX11 and found 
a Levi Sanders listed among its customers. That led us to Yates 
Township in Orleans County, NY, on the south shore of Lake 
Ontario, midway between Niagara Falls and Rochester. 

The Holland Land Purchase was an investment by a group of 
banks in Amsterdam, Netherlands in the late 1700s in a huge 
tract of land comprising what is now western New York and part 
of Pennsylvania. Their plan was to buy it up, survey it and sell 
off parcels to settlers who would pay over time in cash or 
produce. The idea was that not only would this generate income, 
but an influx of settlers would develop the land, increasing the 
value of the choicest bits. It didn’t really work out that way and 
the Company folded in the late 1830s, but they kept notes ! xxxm In 
Amsterdam. 

Levi Sanders made a down-payment of $25 in 1821, on a 100- 
acre parcel in the south west part of Lot 23 (another lot 23 in the 
family), of Township 16 in Range 4 (now Yates). By 1828 he 
had renegotiated the deal and had paid a total of $170 for 50 
acres, and held the deed. He made additional payments in 1832 
and 1833, which were apparently applied to the same lot. 

Unfortunately the company records do not include any personal 
information, and there are no obvious relatives making purchases 
in the same area, so it is difficult to be sure that the Levi Sanders 
in the HLC accounting ledgers was our Levi. Nevertheless, 
armed with a new clue about their location, we did an old- 
fashioned eyeball search of the 1830 federal census of Yates 
township. Sure enough, we found Levi Sanders there. His name 
had been mangled in transcription—to “Levi Landres”—which contains one too many mistakes to 
show up in search results, explaining 20 years of futility. And unlike all of the other 1830 US census 
hits, this one has adults of the correct ages—Male 40-50, Female 30-40—in a place that makes sense. 

Michigan became a state in 1837 (about the same time that the Holland Land Company was packing 
file boxes and heading back to Amsterdam), and the next record of our Sanders line is Levi’s purchase 
of land there in 1839, which brings us back to where we started—in the middle of a very long story! 
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There were an amazing number of Levis Sanders living in 1830—as many as eight, including ours. Only one of them fits our facts. 
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To sum up: 

-> 1613: John 1 is born in Wiltshire, England 

1638: Emigrates west to New World and marries Hester Rolfe 
They live in Salisbury, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1644: John 2 is born in Salisbury, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1655: Dad goes out for tea...in England 

1671: John 2 heads west, marries Mary Farley in Billerica, stays put 

-> 1677: John 3 is born in Billerica, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1706: Marries Hannah Dutton in Charlestown, Province of Massachusetts Bay 

They come to their senses and return west to live in Billerica, later Tewksbury 

-> 1716: David 4 is born in Billerica, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1743: Marries Abigail Snow in Billerica 

They stay in Billerica but tell kids all the time about how cool it would be 
to move northwest. If only there was better shopping. And, like, a road. 

-> 1745: David 5 is bom in Billerica, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1771: Marries Molly Levistone in Billerica, has first two kids 
1775: Moves northwest to New Ipswich, New Hampshire 

Has three more kids, fights the British, sends them packing 
1781: Moves northwest to Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, now USA 

-> 1789: Levi 6 is born in Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, USA 

1815: Fitz splitz to form Troy, New Hampshire under Sanders farm 
1817: Marries Anna Burroughs in Alstead New Hampshire, USA 

-> 1820: Howard 7 is bom in New Hampshire, USA 

1821: Levi 6 makes a $25 down-payment on 100 acres in western NY 
1830: Family there in Yates Twp., south of Lake Ontario 
1837: Levi hears about new northwestern state called Michigan 
1841: Howard marries Rachel Heroy in Branch, Michigan, USA 
1845: Moves northwest to Wisconsin, USA 

1849: Edwin 8 is born in Waupun, Wisconsin, USA 

1863: Moves west to Minnesota with siblings and mom 

1873: Marries Roxanna O’Fallon in Waconia, Minnesota, USA 

-> 1883: Frank 9 is born in Hutchinson, Minnesota, USA 
1891: Moves northwest to Manitoba with parents 
1908: Marries Gladys Cockerill in Dauphin, Manitoba 

1909: Annie 10 is bom in Canora, Saskatchewan 
Point of Maximum Westness 
1925: Frank 9 checks rearview, first time in 300 years, 
says, “What’s that?” 

Cockerill in-laws explain concept of “East” 

1930: Frank 9 discovers Northwestern Ontario, 
likes the name for some reason 
1935: Annie 10 marries Harold Ervick in Fort Frances. 

And that is the core of the Sanders line as we now know it. The many cousins are another story. In 
fact, the many cousins can write their own story. We’ve been at this one for 300 years already. 



The Levistone Line 
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John * 1 “Scotchman” Levistone* first appears in the records of Billerica, Massachusetts in November, 
1677 as what was most likely an indentured servant. Thomas Carrier and “his man, John Levistone” 
were assigned the task of clearing brush, probably from roadsides and field borders, in the southeast 
part of the town. xxxlv John must have been working off a debt (or a sentence), for example repaying the 
cost of his passage to New England, or earning his freedom. The task of clearing brush was a security 
measure intended to reduce the chances of surprise attacks. 

Attacks? Yes. John would come to know firsthand. Billerica was tense on the frontier in the second 
year of King Philip’s War—first of the so-called “Indian Wars.” Several New England towns had had 
outlying homes raided by bands of warriors who were at home in the wilderness, literally and 
figuratively. Stories of killings and abductions went viral (17 th century style), and the newcomers were 
genuinely and understandably terrified of the forests and swamps beyond the edges of the cleared land 
of their farms. They also had no hope of understanding their foe, whose motives were at once more 
complex and less unified than devoutly self-assured Puritan settlers could credit. “We virtuous farmers 
legally authorized by the King and The Almighty” vs. “crafty wild animals hell-bent on murder” did 
not prove to be a successful way to frame the debate. 

In the midst of this conflict, John 1 Levistone took his oath of fidelity in Billerica on the same day as 
John 2 Sanders: 4 12 m 1677 (O.S.). February 14, 1678 by our reckoning? Several other ancestral lines 
were also represented on the list.™ We don’t know when “Scotchman” Levistone had first arrived, but 
his nickname tells us his origin. There are eagerly-assumed connections to the town of Livingston, 
Scotland in web trees, but no evidence for a unique simple “toponymic” (a surname deriving from a 
place name) association in his case. 

We also don’t know his age with certainty. If we guess that he was a young man in his late teens or 20s 
doing the heavy lifting for Thomas Carrier, then he would have been born in the 1650s. His name 
appears on an index XXXY of “deponents”—individuals making depositions—in Massachusetts court 
records as a 22-year-old in 1679, which would make his birth year 1656 or 1657. 1 He married 
Margaret Ross, the daughter of another Scottish immigrant (see The Ross Une ) on September 12, 

1681 XXXVI and settled on the north side of Billerica (#73 on the map). John 2 Sanders was his immediate 
neighbour, and 90 years later their great grandchildren would marry, tying the Levistone line into the 
Sanders family. But back in the there-and-then, they had more urgent concerns. 

Thomas Carrier, John’s master for a time, was...interesting. Puritans didn’t like interesting. Legend had 
it that he was a member of the bodyguard of King Charles I, but ended up being his executioner in 


We use this spelling consistently but it was not quite so solid in records. It is also seen as Leviston, Levestone, Leveston, Lavistone, and 
so on. In modern times it is most commonly Livingston. 

^ I know! First “attacks” out of the blue (out of the bushes), and now the 12 th month is February and the date changes? This is still Earth, 
right? Well, in 1752, the British Empire adopted a new calendar. It had two effects (not counting mass confusion and reprints). First, the 

1 st . The new year would thenceforth increment on January 1 instead of March 25. So the 12 th month of 1677, Old Style, was counting 12 
months starting in March, which takes us to the following February, which is in 1678, New Style. So we compromise and call it Feb 
1677/78. If you look back at the Sanders offspring, you’ll find quite a few Old Style dates with dual years. Looks like uncertainty. Isn’t. 
Second, the Gregorian calendar, with its re-corrective “non-leaping years” replaced the Julian calendar, which had gradually been over¬ 
correcting by about 3 leap-days every 400 years. The initial reset required a shift of 11 days. So for dates just before 1752, the 4 th (Old 
Style) is the 15 th on today’s calendar. But since the further back you go in the Julian calendar, the closer it gets to the theoretical 
( proleptic ) Gregorian date, it’s just really messed up. Happily, precision finer than uncertainty (and need) in accuracy is optional. Did it 
really happen on the 15 th of February? Well, no. They called it the 4 th , but the weather was suspiciously 14 th -like, because their calendar 
was 11 days off in 1752 but one of those 11 days was an extra Julian leap-too-far-day in 1700. Whatever, it happened just before the very 
next thing that happened. I would be remiss in my deflating if I didn’t point out that 16 th -century mathematicians figured it out without 
calculators or even pencils, so what’s your excuse? 

* Depending on whether the date of the deposition was before or after his birth date, he could have turned 22 or 23 during 1679. 
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1648/49 during the English Civil war. XXXV11 Being Welsh, I’m not sure how likely it is that he would 
have been a highly-placed guard in England, although the split was religious, not geographical. The 
Puritan colonists had no love of Charles I, but in 1676, the selectmen of Billerica expressed the town’s 
opinion that Thomas Carrier was not welcome. They threatened to charge him 20 shillings a week 
while he and his family remained without their leave, unless he came up with some other form of 
security that was “to the content of the Selectmen.” Perhaps the brush-clearing was part of this 
agreement, but it certainly puts John Levistone’s association with him in an unusual light. 

Carrier was apparently able to satisfy the selectmen for a while because he took the oath of fidelity 
with Levistone and Sanders a year later. The welcome, tepid as it appears to have been, didn’t last. 

He and his wife Martha (who may have been on the not-welcome list since she gave birth to their first 
child only two months after their marriage) moved north of town. Rumours of his remarkable stamina 
and “notorious fleetness of foot” followed. He never seemed to age, they said. Outcast and 
impoverished, he moved again to Andover, a few miles east, back to Martha’s parents’ farm. It turned 
out to be a bad move. 


In 1690, Thomas Carrier’s family caught smallpox. Later analysis revealed that the source of the 
outbreak was probably in England and that the virus had been carried by recent immigrants. XXXVU1 The 
Carrier family were among the hardest hit. But the selectmen of Andover advised residents not to help 
them, because they had been previously warned to leave town. Thomas and two of their four children 
survived. But over the next two years, the deaths of 13 people in Andover were attributed to the 
outbreak, including 3 of the Carrier family in particular, two of their children and Martha’s father, 
whose property she inherited. 

Martha didn’t catch smallpox. Female inheritance (young) was also abnormal and suspicious. Rumours 
and finger-pointing led to blame and increasingly ridiculous accusations, and she was arrested and 
jailed. We are proud to report that in spite of their close association in Billerica, our ancestors were not 
among the witnesses at her trial in Salem. But nor did they speak out against it. Who could? 



Blame for every bad thing that had happened in Andover was laid upon her, either directly or as a 
result of her tutelage of others who “confessed” to save themselves. Authorities jailed her kids to 

pressure her into admitting her witchery. The 
Reverend Cotton Mather called her a “rampant 
hag” and the “Queen of Hell.” xxxix She denied 
it all, and ridiculed the proceedings. Her 
children were tortured into confessing that she 
had been training them in the art of witchcraft. 
She maintained her innocence and questioned 
the sanity of her accusers, and the morality of 
the magistrates who took them seriously. Her 
strength is credited as an early seed of 
feminism and the beginning of the end of the 
Puritan theocracy. Years later, the government 
of Massachusetts would apologize and pay 

witchcraft at Salem village, wiiiiam a. crafts, 1876 . meagre compensation to Thomas Carrier. 


Martha Carrier was executed on Gallows Hill in front of a cheering crowd in Salem, Massachusetts on 
August 19, 1692. 


There are unsubstantiated conspiracy theories about a hidden agenda behind the Salem witch trials, including thwarting female 
inheritance and land ownership, and Puritan infighting among religious leaders and senior settlers like Martha’s father. 
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Meanwhile the “savages” were threatening Billerica from without too. King William’s War, the second 
of the Indian Wars, pitted various first-nations groups against settlers and each other in allegiances 
with the British in New England against the French in New France and Acadia. Towns established 
defensive plans including “garrison houses”—residences in central locations intended to serve as 
refuges during attacks—and local volunteer militia were deployed amongst those garrisons with orders 
to get to them immediately upon any alarm. xl It’s not clear that they were ever really effective. There 
were fatal attacks in the summer of 1692 near the very road shared by the Sanders and Fevistone 
families. Although both families were spared in 1692, they were not so fortunate in the next attack. In 
the words of John Farmer in his 1823 Early History of Billerica: xh 

On the 5th August, 1695, the Indians made a second irruption on the 
inhabitants of this place* In the northerly part of the town, on the east side of 
Concord river, lived a number of families, who, though without garrisons and 
in a time of war, seemed to be under no apprehensions of danger* Their 
remoteness from the scenes of Indian depredations might have contributed to 
their fancied security* The Indians came suddenly upon them in the day-time* 

Dr* Mather,* the only early writer who has mentioned the event, says it was 
reported they were on horseback, and from that circumstance, ‘were not 
suspected for Indians, till they surprised the house they came to*’ They 
entered the house of John Rogers, son of the early settlers, about noon, and 
while from the fatigues of the day, he was enjoying repose on his bed, they 
discharged one of their arrows, which entered his neck and pierced the jugular 
vein* Awakened with this sudden and unexpected attack, he started up, seized 
the arrow, which he forcibly withdrew, and expired with the instrument of 
death in his hand**** 

A son and daughter of Mr* Rogers were taken prisoners* The family of John 
Levistone suffered most severely* His mother-in-law and five young children 
were killed, and his oldest daughter captured* Thomas Rogers and his oldest 
son were killed* Mary, the wife of Dr* Roger Toothaker/ was killed, and 
Margaret, his youngest daughter, taken prisoner* Fifteen persons were killed 
or taken at this surprisal* The records of the town give the names of fourteen 
who were killed and taken into captivity* Ten were killed, of whom five were 
adults* Though the Indians were immediately pursued by the inhabitants of 
the centre of the town, yet so effectually had they taken precautions in their 
flight, that all efforts to find them were unavailing* It is said they had even tied 
up the mouths of their dogs with wampum, from an apprehension that their 
barking would discover the direction they had taken* The shock given to the 
inhabitants by this melancholy event, was long had in painful remembrance* 


This is the same Cotton Mather infamous for his twisted zeal during the witch trials of Martha Carrier and others, from his writings 
Decennium luctuosum. An history of remarkable occurrences, in the long war... published in 1699. So, grain of salt. Many scholars 
appear to excuse his thinking in the Salem hysteria as an exception to otherwise sound contributions (including arguing for inoculation 
against smallpox, ironically, which some Puritans resisted as an attempt to thwart the will of God). I think he was about as right as a 
broken clock, and the better conclusion is that in the absence of data, Mather’s strident life-and-death opinions were down to the toss of a 
coin with arrogance on both sides of it. After all, although even the best thinkers can make mistakes and any bozo can get lucky, it takes 
an Occam’s Razor-defying effort for a worthy man to be so selectively credulous, outspoken, cruel, bloodthirsty, and unrepentant. 

f Mary was the sister of Martha Carrier, recent victim of other savagery. Small world, and it was smaller then. 
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How John and Margaret Levistone escaped with their oldest son is not recorded, but it seems likely 
they were away from the house. How they went on is harder to imagine. Fortunately for us, they did; 
our ancestor was the first child bom to them after the tragic events of 1695. The effect on the Levistone 
family is quite a shocking thing to read in a genealogy record! Below is how Hazen presents it in his 
History of Billerica, Massachusetts : 


LEVISTONE. 1. John, “ Scotchman/' Thomas Carrier, 1677, Xov. 
ami **hls man, John Levistone." are warned out to brush flitting in the 
south-east part of tin* * town, lie m. 1081. Sept. 12. Margaret Ross, dau. of 
Thomas. 1, and settled near North Billerica, where his family was 
desolated by the Indians in 1095. II is wife d. 1705, June 10. and lie m. 170.'), 
Nov. 21). Eunice Shed. dan. of Daniel, 1. lie was then “of Chelmsford/' 
C’h. John , 2, b. 1081-2, March 1. Mart/are t, b. 1683. Aug. 20; d. Dee. 22. 
Sarah . b. 1084, Xov. 12; taken captive, 1095, Aug. 5. when the live 
following were massacred: Seths b. 1087, April G. Thomas . b. 16SS-9, 
Feb. 0. Mary, b. 1000, Dec. 10. Margaret, b. 1093, May 20, and Alexander, 
b. 1095, about July 1. Seths 3, b. 1090-7, Feb. 9. * Hannah, b. 1098-9, 

Feb. 5. Sarahs b. 1700, Dee. 4; m. Jonathan Dutton, 8. Mary, b. 1703, 
April 17; d. 1704-5, Feb. 14. _ 


Five children under the age of 9, the youngest a month old, killed. The oldest daughter, not quite 11, 
carried off and never seen again. ' 

John 1 and Margaret’s second son named Seth, our ancestor born on February 9, 1696/97, also lived in 
Billerica. He was obviously named in remembrance of his older brother, but he in turn may have been 
named for their maternal grandmother Seeth “the Good Lord see-eth’’’ Holman. 

Seth 2 Levistone married Hannah Frost (see The Frost Line ) in Billerica on March 2, 1720/21. xlu His 
name appears in several land records with his father—Seth “bought” some of John’s land for £300 on 
February 9, 1719/20 (his 23 rd birthday, not a coincidence), the debt to be forgiven if Seth cared for his 
parents in their old age, and shared the proceeds of the land with his parents during their lifetimes/ 111 
This he did. His older brother John 2 jr bought the family home and town-land in a similar arrangement. 

Seth 2 and Hannah had five children in Billerica/Tewksbury: * 

i. Hannah, bom 1 Mar 1721; married Samuel Duncan abt. 1745 

ii. Seth 3 , born 9 Nov 1723; married Mary Sprake, 21 Oct 1748, Tewksbury 

hi. Margaret, born 17 Mar 1724/25; married Nicholas Sprake, brother of Mary, 15 Aug 1753 
iv. Rebeckah and v. Bette, twins born 26 Nov 1726; Bette died 30 Jan 1726/27; 

Rebeckah married Jacob Shed, 7 Nov 1751, Tewksbury; died 18 Jan 1803, Tewksbury. 

Hannah Frost died on December 19, 1726, less than a month after giving birth to twins Rebeckah (later 
“Rebecca”) and Bette. Seth 2 married (2 nd ) Hannah Hopkins a year later, and they had three children: 

vi. William, born 27 Apr 1728; married Dorcas Sprake, sister of Mary and Nicholas, 25 Jul 1753 

vu. Deborah, born 29 Mar 1730; died 1 Jan 1736/37 

vm. Abigail, born 27 Feb 1737/38; died without issue bef. 1769 


Bold numerals in Hazen’s History reflect the order in which members of a family (surname) are expanded upon in his text. John is the 
first Levistone. Daniel is the first Shed. Seth Levistone, our line, is the third Levistone presented, although he is of the second generation. 


^ Apologists for either side are doomed to fail, but it is not surprising that sides became gulfs during King William’s War. It “ended” in a 
political sense before 1700, but 200 years later and 1,500 miles west in Minnesota, the settlers were still not settling , the displaced were 
still resisting, both still claimed the high-ground by imagining their own attacks as defences, and parents were still telling scary stories to 
their kids about the incomprehensible evils of the others. We’ve heard a maximum of exactly half of those stories. 

* Recall that Tewksbury was created in 1734, partly out of the northern part of Billerica. The Levistones didn’t move there; the township 

changed under them. 
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Hannah Hopkins, Seth Levistone’s second wife (and third Hannah in his family), died in 1740 and he 
remarried (3 rd ) Prudence Winn, xllv and they had one more child. 

ix. Benjamin, born 30 Apr 1743; married Margaret Scott, 23 Feb 1769; died 22 Apr 1837, Vermont 

Prudence did not win, but died in 1744 and Seth 2 finally found a wife (4 th ) who could outlive him, 
Sarah Mann. He died on December 16, 1754, leaving no will. Probate documents explain that an 
inventory was taken and that one third of the estate was set aside for his wife Sarah (her “dower”), and 
two thirds divided among his surviving children or their heirs. In early 1755 there were seven of these: 
Hannah Duncan, Seth 3 , Margaret Sprake, Rebecca Shed, William, Abigail, and Benjamin. 

Seth (our line) explained his father’s wish to avoid breaking up the land, which was described as “not 
convenient for division,” so he proposed to buy out his siblings’ shares. They agreed, and at Sarah 
Mann’s death in 1769, Seth inherited the entire estate. 

Seth 3 and Mary Sprake (see The Stroke Line) had been married and living in Tewksbury for over 20 
years by that time, in what was still His Majesty’s Province of Massachusetts Bay, and they had had all 
of their children there. 

i. Timothy, bom 15 Feb 1750 

ii. Molly 4 (Polly), born 18 May 1751 
hi. Seth, bom 3 Feb 1753 

iv. Isaac, born 13 Jan 1755 

v. Elizabeth, bom 2 Nov 1756 

vi. Rebecca/Deborah, born 28 Nov 1758 

vii. William, bom 19 Feb 1761 
vm. Benjamin, born 7 Dec 1763 

ix. Sarah, born 6 Apr 1765 

x. Lucy, born 24 Jul 1767 

Molly 4 (sometimes Polly) Levistone, the mother of Levi Sanders, is the last in our Levistone line: 

-> 1656-1657: John 1 is born in Scotland 

1681: Marries Margaret Ross in Billerica, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

-> 1697: Seth 2 is born in Billerica, Province of Massachusetts Bay 

1721: Marries Hannah Frost in Billerica, buys the farm but outlives three of his four wives 

-> 1723: Seth 3 is born in Billerica, Province of Massachusetts Bay 

1748: Marries Mary Sprake in Tewksbury, Province of Massachusetts Bay 

1751: Molly 4 is born in Billerica/Tewksbury, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1771: Marries David 5 Sanders (see The Sanders Line) . 

Levi Howard Edwin Frank Annie Sanders Ervick 


At this point in our Sanders Tale, we must simplify the telling a little. We’ve written a brief biography 
for the rest of the family lines represented by Levi’s great-great-grandparents, and a timeline of each 
lineal descent to the Sanders or Levistone family. There are more stories to discover and tell, each with 
its own enchantments, no doubt. Our sources are included for your own present and future exploration. 
Refer back to the fan chart on the first page for context. 
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The Ross Line 

When Cromwell and his much larger army of Parliamentarians routed Charles II and 16,000 Scottish 
and Royalist troops at Worcester during the English civil war, he took as many as 10,000 Scottish 
prisoners. Rather than incur the cost and risk of imprisoning all of those young men locally, and 
because the shaky Parliamentarian government did not wish to allow them to return to their homes and 
foment future uprisings, the ones who remained healthy were pressed into service. A few were sold to 
colony-bound speculators for £5/man, who shipped them to New England and offered the survivors for 
sale at £20-£30/man, including 272 of them who arrived at the ironically named Charlestown, 
Massachusetts Bay Colony (now a suburb of Boston) aboard the John and Sarah in 1651. 

Thomas Ross was a “Scotch prisoner” and probably on that ship. He was sold into the service of 
Edward Winship, a long-time selectman of Cambridge (a couple of miles up the Charles River from 
Boston and Charlestown). Thomas spent as many as eight years working for him to earn his freedom. 
When he finally did, he married Seeth Holman, the daughter of English immigrants William and 
Winnifred Holman from Northamptonshire. The Holmans had been married in England in about 1625 
before emigrating in the ‘30s, but Seeth was a local girl (rare then!), born in Cambridge in 1640. 

Thomas 1 Ross and Seeth Holman had children in Cambridge, including daughter Margaret 2 before 
moving 20 miles inland, northwest to Billerica. Thomas took his oath there in 1685, and died ten years 
later. 

-> 1632-1633: Thomas 1 Ross is born in Scotland 

1651: Arrives in Cambridge as a prisoner of war, sold into the service of Edward Winship 
1656: Still a servant of Winship 

1662: Marries Seeth Holman in Cambridge, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

-> 1664: Margaret 2 Ross is born in Cambridge, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1670: Family moves to Billerica 

1681: Marries John 1 Levistone in Billerica (see The Levistone Line) 


Further Ross Reading: 

a. Paige, Lucius R. (1877). History of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 1630-1877. With a Genealogical Record, page 646 

[Ross], 587 [Holman], 356-365 [witch slander]. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/historvofcambrid00paigiala#page/646/mode/2up 

b. Holman (1938). Pillsbury Ancestry, Vol. 1, page 461 [Ross], 465 |Holman].' 

c. Hazen (1883). History of Billerica, page 126. 

d. Cutter (1913). New England families, Vol. 2, page 619 [about scotch prisoners, not our Thomas]. 

The Frost Line 

On August 10, 1635, Edmund 1 Frost, his wife Thomasine and young son John set sail for Boston 
aboard the ship Defense from Gravesend in Kent County, England. It was their second attempt. The 
first, aboard the Great Hope from Ipswich ended in shipwreck and rescue off Yarmouth, England after 
a fierce storm blew them aground (and apparently 60 miles in the wrong direction) ten months before. 


In later years, her mother Winnifred and older sister Mary were among the unusually fortunate accused witches who were actually 
cleared of wrongdoing (and even more surprisingly, they successfully sued their accuser for slander). Of course, it’s possible that they 
were just...better witches. 

^ Refer to Endnotes (last few pages) for full citations (and links, if available) for short-form Author (Year) references like this one. 
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They travelled under assumed names in a party evading authorities with Rev. Thomas Shepard, a non¬ 
conformist Puritan dissenter. Edmund 1 Frost was a leader among the party, described by Shepard as 
“his most dear brother Frost.” They arrived in Boston harbour on October 2, and settled in Cambridge 
before winter. Edmund 1 was admitted as a freeman of Cambridge early in 1636 and received land in 
the first allotment there after the original settlers sold out and relocated to Connecticut. 

That same year Edmund 1 became “Elder Frost” when he was installed as one of the two ruling elders 
of the First Congregational Church of Cambridge, under Rev. Shepard. In that capacity he also became 
a founding member of the governing body of the nascent Harvard College in Cambridge, and a lifelong 
friend of Harvard’s first president, the Reverend Henry Dunster (Edmund Frost was mentioned in 
Dunster’s will). 

He received land in Shawshin (later Billerica, where his son James 2 settled) but did not accumulate 
material wealth, unlike many of his contemporaries. He was extremely highly regarded, as illustrated 
by this passage from the journal of Colonel Goffe “the regicide,” one of the convicting judges at the 
trial of Charles I in England, written after a visit to the Frosts’ home in 1660: 

“In y* evening wee vissited Elder Frost, who rec’d us with great kindness 
and love, esteeming it a favour y* we would come into y* mean habitation; as¬ 
sured us of his fervent prayers to ye Lord for us;—a glorious saint makes a 
mean cottage a stately palace ; were I to make my choice, I would rather abide 
with y» saint in his poor cottage than with any one of y* princes I know of at 
y* day in y* world.” 


Edmund and Thomasine had nine children, all but one of whom were bom in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts Bay Colony. Thomasine predeceased him, and Edmund remarried a widow, Reana 
Daniel (or Daniels) some time before 1669. He died soon after, on July 12, 1672. 

-> 1600 (abt.): Edmund 1 Frost is born in the area of Hartest, Suffolk, England 
1630: Marries Thomasine-in Hartest 

1635: Arrives in Boston, Massachusetts Bay Colony, settles in Newtowne (Cambridge) 
1636: Installed as Elder, joins governing body of Harvard 

-> 1643: James 2 Frost is bom in Cambridge, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1664: Marries Rebecca Hamlet in Billerica 

-> 1666: James 3 Frost is bom in Billerica, his mother Rebecca dies 13 days later 
1693: Marries Hannah 2 Trull in Billerica (see The Trull Line} 

-> 1696: Hannah 4 Frost is born in Billerica, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1721: Marries Seth 2 Levistone (see The Levistone Line) . 


The now-obsolete character (called thorn , for the "th" sound), was written with an open top in a way that resembled a cursive "y". As 
the thorn character was abandoned in English (it is still used in modern Icelandic) and eventually forgotten, many later transcribers have 
reproduced it as an actual “y” and so it appears in printed transcriptions in abbreviated words like “y e ” or “ye” (the use of superscripts 
varies with the printers’ capabilities and patience) among others. The transcription of Goffe’s handwritten journal is a classic example. 

You have also seen this, and probably misheard it, in phrases like “y e olde towne tavern.” But no one in the 17 th century said “yee” 
because the word did not start with the letter Y! The word was “]?e” and was and is pronounced “the.” In the text above (we’ve seen 
versions of the same journal with and without superscripts), “y e , y\ y*, y s ” were intended by Goffe to be “the, that, their, and this,” 
respectively. Sounds like English after all! 
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Further Frost Findings: 

a. Frost, Thomas G. & Edward L., (1909). The Frost Family in England and America with special reference to 

Edmund Frost and some of his descendants , pages 43-54 [Edmund biography], 55+ [descendants]. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/frostfamilvineng00fros#page/nl5/mode/2up 

b. Frost, Charles Sumner (1906). Genealogical Frost record. 1635-1906. 

Note that this author assumes ancestry in England with only circumstantial evidence. There is a large 
descendant chart, but the first part of the foldout is missing in this copy. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/genealogicalfros00infros#page/n7/mode/2up 

c. Welles, Albert (1880). American Family Antiquity, being an account of the origin and progress of American 

families, traced from their progenitors in this country, connected with their history abroad , Vol. 1, page 111. 
Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/americanfamilyan01well#page/n329/mode/2up 

d. Anderson, Robert Charles, Ed. (2011), The Great Migration: Immigrants to New England, 1634-1635 , Vol. 2 (C- 

F), page 593. Database on-line by Ancestry.com Operations Inc. 

Search results at: https://search.ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=2496 

e. Holman (1938). Pillsbury Ancestry, Vol. 1, page 473. 

f. Paige, Lucius R. (1877). History of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 1630-1877. With a Genealogical Record. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/historyofcambrid00paigiala#page/n7/mode/2up 

The Trull Line 

John 1 Trull was 40 years old in 1678, according to the only direct record of his age, which is a 1930 
index of the earliest Massachusetts court documents. There does not appear to be an entry for his birth 
in any of the colonial town books, although there weren’t many of those (towns, or births) in the 
1630s. Holman (1938) claims that he received a 6-acre lot in Billerica in 1650 (not as a 12-year-old he 
didn’t!) but Hazen (1883) has it as 1658, which is reasonable. 

Many on-line trees take Holman’s (1938) word that John 1 was born around 1634, but she seems to 
have based this entirely on Hazen’s (1883) estimate of his age being 70 when he died in 1704, and the 
need to justify the error in the timing of his land grant. It is unlikely that Hazen was aware of the 1678 
court record. Some solve Holman’s age problem by conjuring a father of the same name, with a spouse 
of the same name, who died on the same date, but who was born just a little earlier. Of course, the ones 
that have this phantom birth in 1615 in New England have a bit of a different problem unless he was an 
indigenous resident. Others have latched on to a John Trull birth in Northumberland (northern 
England) and impossibly distant baptism in Wiltshire (southern England). Still others mix all the misfit 
puzzle pieces together and somehow spell “Thomas 07 Trull” who was from all sorts of places, had a 
child in New England, but died in Old England. Witchcraft, I say! Rampant Trulls! 

You would be forgiven for thinking that the Trull line begins in controversy. Not so! 

The Trull line begins with an adult John 1 Trull marrying Sarah French in 1657 in the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony. See how neatly that works? We simply don’t know where he came from, or when he 
arrived in New England, either as an immigrant or an infant. And that’s perfectly fine (and way better 
than genealogical broomstickery). 

We do have a few clues. There was also a Samuel Trull in Billerica who, based on timing and 
circumstances could have been a younger brother. John 1 Trull had also been a tenant farmer in 
Shawshin before it was called Billerica and before he received his own grant. Neither John nor Sam 
appears to have been old enough, or Scotch enough, to have been war prisoners. Neither name appears 
on the oath of fidelity lists like our other ancestors, but John was certainly living there before many of 
them, and participated in meetings and paid taxes for the Minister’s upkeep. Sam Trull struggled late in 
life, and the town built him a new cabin and ultimately paid for his funeral and burial in 1714, 
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including 15 s for a barrel of cider! There are certainly tales to be told of the Trulls. 

John 1 married Sarah French. She was the daughter of John and Joanne French, who were married in 
England in 1633 before emigrating to the colonies and settling in Cambridge. Their daughter Sarah 
was bom there in 1637. John French’s brother William and his family were among the party of Rev. 
Shepard on the “Defence” in 1635 (see The Frost Line) : no other French names appear on its passenger 
list, but as we have seen, pseudonyms were not uncommon. “Poursuivants,” followers of the king in 
the role of emigration officials in England, were actively screening for known dissenters during that 
period. 

The Trull, French, and Frost families (among others) share interconnections in Cambridge, Woburn, 
and Billerica, reflecting a common migration from the coastal cities to inland farming settlements. 
Virtually all of the original inhabitants of Billerica were from Cambridge, so that part of their story is 
not unique. 

1637 (abt.): John 1 Trull is baptized less than 400 miles from his birthplace [hint] 

1657: Marries Sarah French in Woburn or Billerica, as recorded in both towns 

1671: Hannah 2 Trull is born in Billerica, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1693: Marries James 3 Frost in Billerica (see The Frost Line ) 

-> 1696: Hannah 4 Frost is bom in Billerica, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1721: Marries Seth 2 Levistone (see The Levistone Une) . 


Further Trull Trolling: 

a. Hazen (1883). History of Billerica, page 26 [John Trull early tenant of Captain Gookin], register page 150 [Trull 

genealogy]. 

b. Paige, Lucius R. (1877). History of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 1630-1877. With a Genealogical Record, page 551 

[French], 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/historvofcambrid00paigiala#page/550/mode/2up 

c. Flolman (1938). Pillsbury Ancestry, Vol. 1, page 485 [Trull], 487 [French]. 

d. Anderson, Robert Charles, Ed. (2011), The Great Migration: Immigrants to New England, 1634-1635, Vol. 2 (C- 

F), page 592 [Trull-French connection]. Database on-line by Ancestry.com Operations Inc. 

Search results at: https://search,ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=2496 

e. Sanborn (1930). Index to the Deponent Records of the County of Middlesex. 

The Sprake Line 

Our Sprake* ancestry actually starts with Nicholas 2 Sprake, the second, of Billerica, Massachusetts. He 
was known for much of his life as Nicholas Jr., which pretty clearly establishes the existence of a local 
Nicholas Sr. for whom the record-keepers required disambiguation. Indeed, there was one in Billerica, 
but Mary Holman (1938) contends that Sr. was probably not the father of Jr., although her justification 
for this unusual non-relationship is unclear. It seems far more likely (in fact, necessary) that the father 
of Nicholas 2 Jr. was Nicholas 1 Sr., explaining why Nicholas 2 Jr.’s son was called Nicholas “Tertius”— 
aka, Nicholas 3 Sprake, the Third. 

Nevertheless, Holman (1938) in her deep and inspiring Ancestry of the Pillsburys provides a fantastic 
account of Nicholas 2 Sprake’s busy business and land deals. He was a clothier, and his involvement in 


By the end of the 18th century, the name became Sprague, which is the common spelling today. The author Sprague (1913) proposes 
that the line originated in Holland during the reign of Elizabeth I or earlier, without apparent evidence, although he notes that it 
resembled the Dutch word spraak , or speech. 
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dozens of land transactions over many years in the early 1700s seems to show that he was an ambitious 
speculator of land, which was held in large quantities by today’s standards. By the time he died on 
March 31, 1768, his probate inventory included real estate of a homestead lot with buildings and 95 
acres, 23 acres of “meadow & swamp,” 100 acres of “upland & meadow,” and 40 acres in Tewksbury 
with house, barn, & grist mill. 

Nicholas 2 Sprake was probably born in England in the late 1600s, although the only evidence for this is 
the lack of evidence for his birth in New England. He married Elizabeth Burge of Chelmsford (see The 
Burge Line) in Billerica on August 1, 1721. The earliest appearance of his name is in the Chelmsford 
publication of their intent to marry, in which he is described as being “of Billerica.” His first land 
transaction was in 1724 and those transactions continued, sometimes multiple times annually, for 
almost 40 years. 

In the meeting house list of 1736 (see The Sanders Line) , a “Nicolas Sprake, Jun r ” is listed in the Fore 
seat, side Gallerie, along with numerous other Jun r s and Ters. This is exactly how Nicholas 2 was 
named in his numerous land deals of the 1730s (he didn’t lose the Jr/Jun r until 1748). Another “Nicolas 
Sprake” is seated in the 4 th seat below. Consider that Nicholas 3 was only 14 years old at the time, so 
was probably not in attendance. Again, it is difficult to interpret the presence of both a Nicholas and a 
Nicholas Jun r as anything but father and son. One would be hard-pressed to find a counter example 
among the other attendees. However, we can’t be certain. 

Nicholas 1 disappears from the records after 1740. He was a widower when he married his second wife 
Rebecca in 1724, so if he was the father of our Nicholas 2 , his remarriage was late in life. We don’t 
know the name of his first spouse. Hence the gap in Levi’s fan chart, and the uncertainty over the 
Nicholas™” 8 Sprakes of Billerica. 

1698 (abt.): Nicholas 2 Sprake is born, probably in England 

1721: Marries Elizabeth 3 Burge in Billerica, Massachusetts Bay Colony (see The Burge Line ) 

1728: Mary 3 Sprake is born in Billerica, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1748: Marries Seth 3 Levistone in Tewksbury (see The Levistone Line) 


Zusatzliche Spraken Suche: 

a. Holman (1938). Pillsbury Ancestry, Vol. 1, page 419. 

b. Sprague, Warren Vincent (1913). Sprague families in America. 

Note that Sprague makes an error which confuses Nicholas 3 with Nicholas and Sarah Sprake of Bedford, NH. 
This has no effect on our ancestry, although it unfortunately distracts his attention from the Sprakes of 
Billerica in the chapter about the Sprakes of Billerica. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/spraguefamiliesi00spra#page/nl027/mode/2up 

c. Hazen (1883). History of Billerica, page 137. 

d. Boston Evening Transcript, Genealogy column: Query #3025 January 8, 1913, page 24. 

Retrieved from: https://news. google.com/newspapers?id=C6Y- 
AAAAIBAJ&siid=llkMAAAAIBAJ&pg=6050%2C 1441320 

The Burge Line 

The Burge branch is a mess. John 1 Burge was born about 1601 in England, but his four marriages are 
clearly too much for many to handle. As we write this, Ancestry.com reports 86 other public user trees 
for our Burge family, and not one of them in the first 20 has the same set of spouses and children and 
parents, even though professional genealogies have been published^ 1 that list them, for free. If we add 
fact dates like births to the comparison, a safe bet is that 95% differ and every last one contains 
provable errors or un-sourced guesswork or both. The user-made family trees on Ancestry.com are not 
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reliable as a rule, but his are quite spectacularly awful. 

Granted, a guy with four spouses in three towns—most of whom had had previous husbands 
themselves—doesn’t have the easiest family to describe. But there are some basic guidelines that help: 

1. No overlaps (he was Puritan, not Sultan) 

2. Causality requires mothers to be older than their children 
(you’d think that would go without saying, but you’d be wrong) 

3. His father’s last name was Burge, not Jewell (go figure)^ 

4. Between 1640 and 1678, when the John 1 Burge family (versions 1, 2, 3, or 4) sat around 
the dinner table in Weymouth, Chelmsford, or Dorchester, Massachusetts, nobody 
present was baptized in the 1800s in England. 

(hint: we didn’t need Google Maps to figure that one out) 

A few humble facts instead! He was a selectman of Chelmsford in 1674 and 1675 (an elected position). 
His first wife Rebecca (our line) is sometimes asserted to be an Upham. We’re not sure of that, but we 
noticed that John 1 had land in Weymouth that neighboured on land owned by a man named John 
Upham (Weymouth History, Vol. 1). Weymouth is where John 1 Burge first appears in colonial records 
(as far as we know). 

1601 (abt.): John 1 Burge is bom, probably in England 

1643 (abt): Marries Rebecca-in Weymouth, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1655: John 2 Burge is born, probably in Weymouth 

1662: Family moves to Chelmsford where his father remarries (twice) 

1677: Marries Trial 6 Thayer in Chelmsford (see The Thayer Line ) 

-> 1698: Elizabeth 3 Burge is born in Chelmsford, last of 12 siblings 
1721: Marries Nicholas 2 Sprake in Billerica (see The Stroke Line ) 

-> 1728: Mary 3 Sprake is born in Billerica, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1748: Marries Seth 3 Levistone (see The Levistone Line ) 


Further Burge Building: 

a. Holman (1938). Pillsbury Ancestry, Vol. 1, page 431. 

b. Colket, Meredith B. Jr., (1975). Founders of Early American Families: Emigrants from Europe, 1607-1657 , page 

52. [not seen] 

c. Weymouth Historical Society (1923). History of Weymouth, Massachusetts , Vol. 3, page 131. 

Digital editions from the Hathi Trust Digital Library in four volumes. 

Retrieved from: https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=nip.32101067881407;view=lup;seq=135 

d. Waters, Wilson & Perham, Henry Spaulding (1917). History of Chelmsford, Massachusetts , page 122, etc. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/historvofchelmsfQQinwate#page/122/mode/2up 

e. Boston Evening Transcript, Genealogy column: Query #2556 May 6, 1912; answer August 26, 1912, page 12. 

Retrieved from: https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=m40- 
AAAAIBAJ&sjid=llkMAAAAIBAJ&pg=5624%2C3869879 


Assuming the early colonists existed in our familiar Lorentzian manifold spacetime with equivalent global hyperbolicity, duh. 

^ Ancestry.com is responsible for much of the nonsense being created with its service. They present “hints” of varying quality, but an 
incautious person excitedly accepting them ends up making a mess, like assigning a spouse’s previous married name (Jewell) to an 
individual’s parent, because the hint identified a record as being possibly relevant but had the spouses reversed, and a user took it at face 
value. What appears to be a win-win—Ancestry’s pride in ease of use and users’ successful tree-building—has unfortunate downsides. 
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The Thayer Line 

Our Thayer* line is pretty solid from 1637 forward. Before that it is speculative, but in a fascinating 
way. Genealogists have been trying to puzzle it out for over a hundred years, and the difficulty of that 
puzzle is revealed by the best result so far: Unknown 1 Thayer! He was born in the early 1500s...or so, 
in the parish of Thombury, Gloustershire, England...or somewhere else. He may have had two 
daughters. He probably had two sons. Or he didn’t exist, because the four kids may have had multiple 
sets of parents. 


We don’t typically recommend on-line family trees as reliable sources, but the Wikitree entry c for the 
Unknown 1 Thayer patriarch by Joe Cochoit (2017) is actually pretty cool. It presents a compelling 
sequence of logical inferences based on ambiguous but uniquely clue-laden parish records. We won’t 
duplicate it here, but it is copied as a story of its own as a reference in our Ancestry tree, 1 because wikis 
tend to wander and we wanted to preserve it. However, the specific individuals in that deep part of the 
Thayer line are not entered in our Sanders-Cockerill Family tree, which is reserved for provable 
relationships. The Thornbury thread is clever and feasible, but hypothetical. 

The immigrant Thomas 4 Thayer described himself as a shoemaker in his own will. + He also mentioned 
his three sons by name: Thomas, Ferdinando (seriously), and Shadrach 5 (our line). Two of the three are 
rare pleasures in searches, standing well out from the crowd. Thomas 4 and Margery Wheeler married 
in Thornbury and had most of their children in England; the last two were born in Massachusetts. A 
Thornbury baptism in late 1637 and a land purchase in 1639/40 dates their arrival to about 1638. 


1500 (or so): Unknown 1 Thayer is born in Thornbury, Glocestershire, England 
1525 (abt.): Marries Constance-, perhaps 

1530 (abt.): John 2 Thayer is born in Thornbury 
1556: Marries Mary- 

-> 1562: Richard 3 Thayer is baptized in Thombury 
1592: Marries Ursula Alice Dimery 




/>“ Speculative 




-> 1596: Thomas 4 Thayer is baptized in Thornbury 
1618: Marries Margery Wheeler 

-> 1629: Shadrach 5 Thayer is baptized in Thornbury 

1638: Family emigrates to colonies, settles in Mt. Wollaston [Braintree] 

1655: Marries Mary Barrett in Braintree, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

-> 1658: Trial 6 Thayer is born in Braintree, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1677: Marries John 2 Burge in Chelmsford, Massacusetts Bay Colony 

(see The Burge Line) 

1698: Elizabeth 3 Burge is bom in Chelmsford, Prov. of Massachusetts 
1721: Marries Nicholas 2 Sprake in Billerica (see The Stroke Line ) 

-> 1728: Mary 3 Sprake is born in Billerica 

1748: Marries Seth 3 Levistone (see The Levistone Une) 


Also seen as Tayer, Tawier, Tawyer, Tawer, Taire, Tayre. The most common spelling in the early period was Tayer. Curious that it 
wasn’t bayer based on our previous experience with the thorn Q>) character. 

^ Thomas had an intriguing final clause in his will: “If any of my said Children shall appeare to be discontented & murmor at this my last 
will and testament, Then my will and minde is, That any such child, one or more of them, shall haue [u=v] but five shillings for their 
portion, and the portion or portions of any such Child or Children so murmoring and discontented, as aforesaid, shall be equally divided 
amongst the rest of my Children and Grand children.” When he died, his sons did exactly what their father was apparently trying to 
preempt, redrawing the land division “in consideration that brotherly loue may continue.” Sorry Dad. 
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Further Thayer Thistle Sifting: 

a. Thayer, Bezaleel (1874). Memorial of the Thayer name, from the Massachusetts colony of Weymouth and 

Braintree, embracing genealogical and biographical sketches of Richard & Thomas Thayer, and their 
descendants from 1636 to 1874 , page 184 [Thomas], 587 [Shadrach/Shadrack]. 

Beware an almost impenetrable (dis)organization of names (technically decipherable but practically stupid), 
inconsistent spellings, and an incomplete index. Possibly an extension of a similar 1835 work by Elisha 
Thayer. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/memorialofthayer00thav#page/184/mode/2up 
and: https://archive.Org/stream/familymemorialpal2thav#page/n3/mode/2up 

b. Thayer Families Association: https://www.thayerfamilies.com 

Large and keen site, a little tricky to navigate. Requires membership for useful access, and even then may not 
include original sources, but just secondary summaries in the form of self-published books. 

c. Cochoit, Joe (2017). Reconstruction of the Thayer Family. 

Retrieved from: https://www.wikitree.eom/wiki/Thayer-23#Reconstruction of the Thayer Family 
Wikitree is too variable to be a reliable citation, but this page is our source of the most recent inferences. 
Contains excellent references and sensible explanations. Retrieved November 21, 2017. 

d. Faxon, Walter, and Whorf, Edward Henry (1906). Tayer (Thayer) family entries in the parish register of 

Thornbury, Gloucestershire, England. 

Known errors in their transcriptions of the source records have been propagated in many other genealogies, 
including Ojeda (1907) and Holman (1938). Later revisions and re-re visions exist but not out of copyright. 
Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/taverthayerfamil00faxo#page/n5/mode/2up 

e. Thayer Ojeda, Tomas (1907). The Thayer family of Thornbury : a study trying its reconstitution. 

An early attempt to construct an ancestry of the Thayer line in England, based on Faxon and Whorf (1906). 
Unfortunately thwarted by their numerous consequential transcription errors. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/thaverfamilvtho00unkngoog#page/n8/mode/2up 

f. Holman (1938). Pillsbury Ancestry, Vol. 1, page 441 [Thayer], 451 [Wheeler]. 

g. Bates, Samuel Austin (1886). Records of the town of Braintree, 1640-1793. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/cu31924025963665#page/n643/mode/2up 


At this point we’ve completed the Levistone side of Levi’s fan chart. Now back to the Sanders side! 

The Farley Line 

The Farley family claims a connection to William the Conqueror, through his nephew William de 
Falaise. We haven’t spoken to either William, although we know a few Williamsons. But if this story 
is going to be finished before another thousand years passes, we’ll have to take the Falaise/Farleys at 
their word. 

Five hundred years after the Battle of Hastings, a man named Reginald Farley married a woman named 
Barbara Hastings (funny how history works out sometimes) and they began to have a very confusing 
family in Yorkshire, England. For some time—and in every published New England genealogy with an 
expired copyright—it was thought that two brothers, grandchildren of Reginald, were the first Farleys 
in the new world and progenitors of most Farleys in the United States and Canada today. The oldest, 
Thomas, sailed to Virginia, and the other, George, to Massachusetts Bay, eventually settling in 
Billerica where his daughter Mary married John 2 Sanders. A nice neat little package. 

Except that Thomas and George weren’t brothers. In all honesty, it’s hard to tell what they were, even 
staring at a descendant report. Reginald had Thomas and Roger and George and Fabyan (who was 
thought to be father of Thomas and George, but wasn’t), and Thomas had George and Roger had 
Thomas who had George and Thomas and Fabyan and Richard! And so on! 
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We think that makes the immigrant Farleys first cousins. They spread out ffarley enough to tell them 
apart after their arrival, ffortunately. 

In our Farley line, Edmund * 1 John 2 Richard 3 Reginald 4 : 

-> 1558 (abt.): Thomas 5 Farley is born in Yorkshire, England 
1590 (abt.): Marries Jane Hungerford 

[cousin of the Jane Hungerford who married his brother Fabyan] 

1615 (abt.): George 6 Farley is born in England 

1639: Arrives in Charlestown or Roxbury aboard the “Lyon” 

1641: Marries Christian Bietres + in Woburn, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

-> 1647: Mary 7 Farley is born in Woburn, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1671: Marries John 2 Sanders in Billerica (see The Sanders Line ) 

We’re not happy with all the “abouts” in the Farley line dates, especially given the complicated 
relationships and conflicting publications. Better data is missing in England, but by George, there are 
some great stories in New England. His descendants number in the thousands and his name is 
everywhere. 



Further Farley Fare: 

a. Fisher, Clarence Woodward (1890). Genealogy of Joseph Fisher and his descendants and the allied families of 

Farley, Farlee, Fetterman , page 149. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.org/stream/genealogyofjosep00fish#page/n 169/mode/2up 

b. Farmer, John (1829). Genealogical Register of the First Settlers of New England , page 100-101. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/agenealogicalre02farmgoog#page/nl06/mode/2up 

c. Hazen (1883). History of Billerica, register page 47. 

d. Sewall, Samuel (1868). The history of Woburn, Middlesex County, Mass, from the grant of its territory to 

Charlestown, in 1640, to the year 1680 , page 611. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/historvofwoburnm00sewa#page/n645/mode/2up 

e. Foster, George E. (1897). One line of the Farley family. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/onelineoffarlevf00fost#page/n7/mode/2up 

f. Various Authors (1982). The New England historical and genealogical register , Volume 136, January and April. 

[not seen, available with subscription at American Ancestors] 


What looks like a double lower case “ff ’ was originally just the accepted form of the capital letter in early writing and printing. Put 
another way, George Farley certainly did not spell his last name “f-f-a-r-l-e-y.” Double-f substitution is an artifact of modern 
transcription, not of old writing, although the original misinterpretation became ffashionable in some circles (the affectation became a 
tool of legal snobbery, for example, long after the capital letter F was simplified). Second palaeography lesson of the day! 

1 Her last name is more often seen as “Births” but this is likely an early translation error compounded by spelling and handwriting. She 

was from Sweden and so would most likely not have had an inherited fixed surname. Instead, she probably had a patronymic second 

name, like Jonsdotter or Andersdotter. But her father (unknown) died and thereafter she would have been identified by her mother’s 

name. Although not proven, the name Bietresdotter , shortened to Bietres dr (daughter of Beatrice) is a reasonable guess, and a scribe 

unfamiliar with Swedish naming is all it took to confuse everyone forever. Christian Bir...who? And she’s your daughter, you say? Right. 
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A nine-year-old Thomas 1 Dutton probably landed at Salem in 1630, when a man named John Dutton 
arrived in the early days of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. There is no record tying John and Thomas 
as father and son, but there are apparently no other Dutton arrivals documented in that period, and 
Thomas came from somewhere. 

The Dutton family name is an ancient one in England and traces its lineage to a companion of William 
the Conqueror, Hudard (sometimes Odard). Hudard received lands at Duntune (literally, hill-town) 
Cheshire, and his heir, Hugh de Dutton is asserted to be the ancestor of all Duttons. The continuous 
line of the Dutton estate died out in the late 1600s when the sole heir Elinour married. In 1665, she was 
still in possession of Hudard’s Sword, an heirloom of the ancient family. 

John and Thomas 1 Dutton’s connection to the Cheshire Duttons is not known; no doubt it has been lost 
somewhere in six hundred years of younger sons and bastards. Another John Dutton landed with 
William Penn and the Quakers of Pennsylvania, but our line was decades earlier to the new world. 

Thomas 1 Dutton married Suzannah (birth name unknown) and lived initially in Reading, 

Massachusetts Bay Colony, where they had four of their nine children including John 2 in our line. The 
other five Dutton children were born in Woburn. Recall that migration inland was quite common, as 
new land was surveyed and new settlements were established. The Duttons were admitted into 
Billerica in the autumn of 1669. Thomas remarried in Billerica, late in life after the death of Suzannah, 
but all of the Dutton children were by his first wife. 

Their fourth child John 2 Dutton appears to have lived a rare and fortunate quiet life of almost 80 years 
in Billerica. The same cannot be said for his oldest and youngest brothers. 

The oldest, Thomas Dutton was a legendary survivor of the first Indian War in the Battle at Moore’s 
Brook in 1677. A force of 100 men drawn from militias all over the colonies were lured and ambushed 
by a smaller group of warriors armed with bows. Only six returned uninjured. The lone survivor of 20 
men in his unit, shot through the knee and belly, Thomas Dutton Jr. scared off a remaining attacker 
with an empty gun, hid himself in the mud of a swamp when the foe returned in numbers, then crawled 
back in the direction of the fortified garrison two miles away through the night until he lost 
consciousness. He was found the next day and lived to tell the tale. He later petitioned the colonial 
government for assistance due to his permanent physical impairment, and was granted the sum of £15. 

Fifteen years later in 1692, the youngest Dutton brother, Benjamin, was one of two men who lost their 
wives and two children each to an attack on their homes during the second Indian War. They lived on 
the same road as the Levistones, who would be similarly affected three years later. 

-> 1621 (abt.): Thomas 1 Dutton is born in England 

1647 (abt.): Marries Susannah-in Massachusetts Bay Colony 

-> 1656: John 2 Dutton is born in Reading, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1658: Moves with his parents a few miles west to Woburn 
1669: Family finally settles in Billerica 
1681: Marries Sarah 13 Shed in Billerica (see The Shed Line ) 

-> 1687: Hannah 3 Dutton is born in Billerica, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1706: Marries John 3 Sanders in Billerica (see The Sanders Line) 


I am allowed to say that in this context, so kindly reserve your Puritanical outrage for the un-buttoned Dutton deed doers. You know the 

old expression, screw the fornicators and spare the chronicler. Genealogists do it between the lines. And sometimes in trees. 
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Further Dutton Dusting: 

a. Hazen (1883). History of Billerica, page 127-128 [1692 attack], register page 45 [Dutton]. 

b. Hunnewell, Sumner (2003). “The Battle at Moore’s Brook, Scarborough, Maine, June 29, 1677,” originally 

published in The Maine Genealogist , May [part 1] and August [part 2]. 

Retrieved from: http://www.hampton.lib.nh.us/hampton/historv/military/mooresbrook.htm 

c. Cope, Gilbert (1871). Genealogy of the Dutton family of Pennsylvania, preceded by a history of the family in 

England from the time of William the Conqueror to the year 1669: with an appendix containing a short 
account of the Duttons of Conn. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/genealogyofdutto00cope#page/n7/mode/2up 

d. Stearns, Ezra (1908). Genealogical and family history of the state of New Hampshire : a record of the 

achievements of her people in the making of a commonwealth and the founding of a nation , Vol. 1, page 139. 
Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/genealogicalfami01stea#page/n243/mode/2up 

e. Savage (1860). A genealogical dictionary , Vol. 2, page 84. 

f Baldwin, Thomas Williams (1912). Vital records of Reading, Massachusetts, to the year 1850 , page 71. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.org/stream/vitalrecordsofreOOinread#page/n 143/mode/2up 


The Shed Line 


Daniel 12 Shed (sometimes Shedd) was baptized in Finchingfield, Essex, England on June 25, 1620. 
And no, the superscript in his name is not a slip of the finger, or brain. Daniel, the twelfth generation 
Shed, bom in 1620. By that reckoning, Annie Sanders is generation 21 in the Shed tree. 

His ancestor John 1 de Schedde was alive in the late 1200s in Edwardstone, Suffolk, a hamlet 60 miles 
northeast of London and a few miles east of Daniel’s birthplace three and a half centuries later. 

Daniel 12 Shed was among numerous emigrants from that area of England (by one account as many as 
50% of the Puritan colonists before 1650 were from Suffolk and Essex—as many as 25,000 people) 
and they brought their place names with them; the Sheds first settled in Braintree, in the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony, a town among many others (including several notable waypoints in the Sanders journey, 
like Billerica(y), Chelmsford, Newport, Colchester) whose namesake is in Essex. 

Immigrant Daniel Shed first appears in colonial records in 1643 in Braintree, where he married in 
1646. His seventh and youngest child by his wife Mary (last name probably Gurney) was Sarah in our 
line, born in Braintree in the 8 th month (October, at that time) of 1658. But Daniel remarried in 1659, 
from which we conclude that Mary died in childbirth or soon after. 


He also relocated. Daniel, who had arrived as a young man 
of likely small means and too late to receive land in the 
original grants in Braintree, had been leasing 120 acres on a 
promontory in what is now Quincy Bay, at the mouth of the 
Weymouth-Fore River. It was known then and for many 
years after as Shed’s Neck, and a large monument 
commemorating Daniel Shed was erected there in 1916 by 
the Shedd Family Association (plaque pictured). But after 
Mary’s death, Daniel bought his own land in the newly- 
established Billerica and was among its first settlers that 
same year. He had four more children with his second wife 
Elizabeth in Billerica. Little Sarah 13 grew up there and 
married John 2 Dutton in 1681. 

Daniel 12 lived to the ripe old age of 88. 




HI 


A MEMORIAL ro 

DANIEL SHED 


AN ORIGINAL SETTLER AND RESIDENT HERE. 
IN OLD BRAINTREE 
16 42.— 16 58 

HIS DESCENDANTS 7 0 THE TENTH GENERATION 
ERECT THIS SHAFT TO COMMEMORATE HIS LIFE. . 
THEY DEDICATE IT TO THE CITY OF QUINCY AND 
AS A BEACON TO THE 

SAILORS SNUG HARBOR 

WHICH FOR OVER 60 YEARS HAS OCCUPIED THE 
LAND ONCE TILLED BY THEIR ANCESTOR FCR 
WHOM IT WAS FOP THE FIRST CENTURY CALLED 

SHEDS NECK 

A NAME THAT IT IS HOPED MAY NO W BE RESTOV¬ 
ER ECTED AUGUST, I916BY 

■ THE SHEDD FAMILY ASSOCIATE , 


Photo l»y Hern nn Slirdd 











-34- 

1620: Daniel 12 Shed is bom in Finchingfield, Essex, England 
1642 (abt.): Arrives in the New World 

1646: Marries Mary (probably Gurney) in Braintree, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

-> 1658: Sarah 13 Shed is bom in Braintree, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1659: Family moves to Billerica after mother Mary’s death 

1681: Marries John 2 Dutton in Billerica, Massachusetts Bay Colony (see The Dutton Line) 

-> 1687: Hannah 3 Dutton is born in Billerica, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1706: Marries John 3 Sanders in Billerica (see The Sonders Une ) 


Further Shed Gardening: 

a. Shedd, Frank Edson, and Bartlett, Joseph Gardner (1921). Daniel Shed genealogy : ancestry and descendants of 

Daniel Shed of Braintree, Massachusetts, 1327-1920 , page 37- [England family] and page 105- [colonial 
family]. 

Retreived from: https://archive.org/stream/danielshedgenealO 1 shed#page/n 103/mode/2up 

Note that the book is in three parts: A brief introduction; the section on English ancestors by Bartlett, which 
is essentially an addendum to; the colonial family by Frank Shedd, who did not resolve the English 
connection in his lifetime. 

b. Bates, Samuel Austin (1886). Records of the town of Braintree, 1640-1793, pages 630 and 818. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/cu31924025963665#page/n630/mode/2up 

c. Hazen (1883). History of Billerica, register page 130. 

The Snow Line 

In the baptismal records of Barnstaple, Devonshire, England, there is an entry for Richard Snow, son 
of Patrick Snow in December, 1608. Patrick had married Mary Sweete in the same parish on June 26, 
1600. By a process of elimination, this was originally assumed to be the same Richard 1 Snow who 
sailed from Gravesend, Kent in November 1635 aboard the Expedition. However, other researchers 
point to a discrepancy in the age recorded on the passenger list (28, which puts his birth before 
November, 1607) and to the record of the baptism of another Richard Snow, son of William, in June, 
1607 in Hartland, Devonshire. It gets worse. Supposed fathers Patrick and William were brothers (sons 
of another Richard), and Patrick’s second marriage was to a cousin of William’s wife. Sheesh. 

Having studied many family lines in the southwest of England, we find both assumptions weakened by 
the fact that Richard 1 had five sons, and there was not a Patrick or William among them, or their sons. 
Maybe “Patrick” was just too Irish and “William” too Conquerish. Nevertheless, his parentage is 
uncertain and confusing. It’s also a little odd that a man from Devon would sail from the east coast port 
of Gravesend. 

The ironic destination for a guy named Snow? Barbados. 

That same year, 1635, a woman named Annis Barrat (transcribed from Richard’s will as “Avis” and 
seen variously as Ann, Anis, Agnes, etc.) also traveled to the British West Indies island of Barbados. It 
was a more popular destination in theory than in practice (read: pests, heat, disease, limited supplies), 
and many (most) colonists ended up moving on to more northerly alternatives, promptly. 

Richard 1 and Annis were married and had two sons by the time they first hit the records of Woburn, 
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1645. There is no record of their marriage or the births of their first two 
sons in Massachusetts, so they may have married in Barbados and stayed longer than most. 

They had three more sons in Woburn, including Samuel Snow in our line. The family stayed in 
Woburn for several generations (in fact, they purchased land there from George Farley when he moved 
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to Billerica—see The Farley Line ) before eventually following the same path. Richard 1 Snow’s great- 
granddaughter Abigail 4 Snow and several siblings were living in Billerica when she married David 4 
Sanders. Her older sister Mary married David’s older brother Obediah. 

-> 1608 (abt.): Richard 1 Snow is born, probably in Barnstaple, England 
1635: Departs Gravesend, Kent, England bound for Barbados 
1639: Marries Annis Barrat, probably in Barbados 

1647: Samuel 2 Snow is bom in Wobum, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1668: Marries Sarah Wilson. She dies in 1686, a week after the birth of her 6 th child. 

1686: Remarries, to Sarah 2 Parker in Newton, Massachusetts Bay (see The Parker Line ) 

-> 1691: Ebenezer 3 Snow is born in Woburn, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1714: Marries Mary 3 Pudney in Salem, Province of Mass. Bay (see The Pudnej Line) 

1722: Abigail 4 Snow is born in Woburn, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1743: Marries David 4 Sanders in Billerica (see The Sanders Une) 


Further Snow Shovelling: 

a. Snow, Nora Emma (1859). Snow-Estes Ancestry, section I, page 1. 

Retrieved from: https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu. 89066291154; vie w= 1 up;seq=29;size=75 

b. Snow, George Burwell (1924). Richard Snow geneology [sic], pages 1-21. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/richardsnowgeneoQ0snow#page/n7/mode/2up 
This is a self-published genealogy by a descendant who probably used Snow (1859). Note that unlike most 
links to Archive.org books, this one must be “signed out” to view, probably because it isn’t quite a century 
old yet. It’s free, but you need to set up an account (i.e., a library card). 

c. Snow, Chet and Everingham, Kimball (2018). Richard Snow Biography - Genealogical Problem. 

Retrieved from: https://www.wikitree.eom/wiki/Snow-873#Biography 

Again, wikitree entries will change unpredictably, but this one is currently an interesting overview which 
happens to agree with me, and contains useful references. 

d. Drake (1860). Result of some researches among the British archives..., page 113. 

e. Sewall, Samuel (1868). The history of Woburn, Middlesex County, Mass, from the grant of its territory to 

Charlestown, in 1640, to the year 1680, page 611. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/historvofwoburnmQ0sewa#page/n675/mode/2up 

f. Johnson, Edward Francis (1890). Woburn records of births, deaths, and marriages, 1640-1873, parts I-III. 

Retrieved from: 

https://archive.Org/stream/woburnrecordsofb00wobu#page/242/mode/2up [I—births] 
https://archive.Org/stream/woburnrecordsofb02iohn#page/n359/mode/2up [II—deaths & memorials] 
https://archive.Org/stream/woburnrecordsofb03iohn#page/508/mode/2up [III—marriages] 

g. Welles, Albert (1880). American Family Antiquity, being an account of the origin and progress of American 

families, traced from their progenitors in this country, connected with their history abroad, Vol. 3? 
Retrieved from: https://archive.org/stream/americanfamilyanO 1 well#page/n329/mode/2up 

The Parker Line 

The ancestry of the immigrant John 1 Parker is uncertain at this time, in spite of confident assurances 
dating back 150 years. It seems that at least one early historian—Jackson (1854)—conflated the 
records of two men, and that error was propagated into many later works. This is important to realize 
when evaluating the secondary sources (which are often seductive; for some, antiquity lends 
credibility, and for others, references to those same ancient genealogies does likewise). 

Certainty is limited to some specific facts: 
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• Sarah 2 Parker and her eight or nine siblings were bom to John 1 and wife Joanna in Cambridge 
Village, Massachusetts Bay Colony (now called Newton, MA). 

• John 1 died in 1686, leaving a will which was proved in October of that year. 

• There are no web-slinging, wall-crawling Peters (or Aunt Mays) in our Parker family, dammit. 
There were a couple of Benjamin’s here and there however, but with great ancestry comes no 
responsibility, alas. Thwip! 

John 1 was 71 years old when he died in Cambridge Village, which suggests a birth year of 1615 or so. 
Around the time of his death, the town of Newton was established, and records are therefore split 
between them; births of kids appear in the Cambridge records, but few if any of their marriages were 
recorded there, being recorded instead by the new clerks of Newton. 

-> 1615 (abt.): John 1 Parker is born 

1645 (abt.): Marries Joanna-[year assumed based on first child in 1647] 

-> 1659/60: Sarah 2 Parker is born in Cambridge Village, Massachusetts Bay Colony 
1686: Marries Samuel 2 Snow, his second wife (see The Snow Line ) 

-> 1691: Ebenezer 3 Snow is born in Woburn, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1714: Marries Mary 3 Pudney in Salem, Province of Mass. Bay (see The Pudnej Line ) 

-> 1722: Abigail 4 Snow is born in Woburn, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1743: Marries David 4 Sanders in Billerica (see The Sanders Line ) 


The Amazing Spidermen: 

a. Jackson, Francis (1854). A history of the early settlement of Newton, county of Middlesex, Massachusetts, from 

1639-1800. With a genealogical register of its inhabitants, prior to 1800 , page 376. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/historvofearlvseQQinjack#page/376/mode/2up 
Note that his references to our John 1 being in Hingham are almost certainly incorrect. 

b. Paige, Lucius R. (1877). History of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 1630-1877. With a genealogical register , page 

622. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/historvofcambridQQpaigiala#page/622/mode/2up 

Paige makes several errors (our John 1 is not the son of Robert) and omits children, but the history portion of 

the book contains numerous references to the Parker family. 

c. New England Historic Genealogical Society (1905). Vital records of Newton, Massachusetts, to the year 1850 , 

page 352 [marriages], page 487 [deaths]. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.org/stream/vitalrecordsofneOOne we#page/352/mode/2up 

d. Baldwin, Thomas W. (1914). Vital records of Cambridge, Massachusetts, to the year 1850 , pages 536-541 [births] 

Retrieved from: https://archive.org/stream/vitalrecordsofcaO 1 cambr#page/536/mode/2up 

The Pudney Line 

John 1 Pudney (sometimes Putney, Pudny) is a mystery before his marriage in Salem, Massachusetts 
Bay Colony to Judith Cook(e) in 1662. Some readers of the marriage record have taken the description 
of him as being “of Salem” to mean that he was born there, but this is a silly assumption for a time 
when most residents were immigrants, and in a place where the vast majority of local births were 
carefully recorded. He made a court deposition (probably related to a lawsuit against him for burying a 
child on land claimed by the Gardner family) in 1678 at the age of 42, placing his birth at about 1636. 

John 1 won that lawsuit, sad as it was. We’re not sure which of their nine children had died. There are 
no records of Pudney deaths in Salem, and only one “Putney”—a century later. This is an 
extraordinary situation, considering that first John 1 and then his firstborn son John 2 fathered children 
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sequentially in Salem like clockwork every two years between 1663 and 1693. Births were recorded, 
as were several marriages, but no deaths. As we have seen, Salem was a socially intense town 
dominated by zealots, rampant suspicion (and hags), and neighbours throwing each other under the bus 
(wagon) in the late 17 th century. Judging by our Pudneys, it certainly appears to have been a nice place 
to leave. Besides, they had to keep up with the Joneses (see The Jones Line) . 

-> 1636 (abt.): John 1 Pudney is born, somewhere 

1662: Marries Judith Cook in Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

-> 1663: John 2 Pudney is born in Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1683/84: Marries Mary 2 Jones in Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony (see The Jones Une) 

-> 1687: Mary 3 Pudney is born in Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1714: Marries Ebenezer 3 Snow in Salem, Province of Mass. Bay (see The Snow Line) 
They settle in Woburn (her father and grandfather were both recently deceased 
and this appears to coincide with the exodus of the Pudneys from Salem) 

-> 1722: Abigail 4 Snow is born in Woburn, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1743: Marries David 4 Sanders in Billerica (see The Sanders Une) 


Further Pudney Pie, Georgie: 

a. Savage (1860). A genealogical dictionary , Vol. 3, page 492. 

b. Perley, Sidney (1924). The history of Salem, Massachusetts , Vol. 2, page 43. [Cook-Pudney] 

Retrieved from: https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uva.x000756038;view=lup;seq=65 

c. Essex Institute (1916). Vital records of Salem, Massachusetts, to the end of the year 1849 , Vol. 2 [births M-Z] 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/vitalrecordsofsabyu02sale#page/202/mode/2up 

d. Essex Institute (1916). Vital records of Salem, Massachusetts, to the end of the year 1849 , Vol. 4 [marriages M-Z] 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/vitalrecordsofsabyu04sale#page/222/mode/2up 

The Jones Line 

Bartlett (1908, link follows) provides a perfect summary of Hugh 1 Jones—the known progenitor of our 
Jones line—that we can do little more than repeat, so we won’t. Bartlett is brief, accurate, interesting, 
informative, a wee bit witchy, and highly recommended. 

Of particular note are the connections between the Jones, Pudney, and Snow families. These 
relationships were clearly part of the migration story from Salem to Woburn and Billerica, and may 
have influenced the Sanders in their decision to move on to New Hampshire. 

In spite of Bartlett’s doubts, some Somerset records do exist, including a possible Wincanton baptismal 
note for Hugo (Latin) son of Robert Jones in 1637. The ancestral speculation continues from there. 

1635 (abt.): Hugh 1 Jones is born in Wincanton, Somerset, England 
1660: Marries Hannah Tompkins in Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

After Hannah’s death in 1672 he would remarry, to her cousin Mary 

-> 1665/66: Mary 2 Jones is born in Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1683/84: Marries John 2 Pudney in Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony (see The Pudney. Line) 

-> 1687: Mary 3 Pudney is born in Salem, Massachusetts Bay Colony 

1714: Marries Ebenezer 3 Snow in Salem, Province of Mass. Bay (see The Snow Line ) 

-> 1722: Abigail 4 Snow is born in Woburn, Province of Massachusetts Bay 
1743: Marries David 4 Sanders in Billerica (see The Sanders Line ) 
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Further Jones Upwithkeeping: 

a. Bartlett, J. Gardner (1908). Hugh Jones of Salem, Mass., and his descendants , pages 3-4. Reprinted from NEHGS 

Vols. 61 and 62. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/hughjonesofsalem00bart#page/n7/mode/2up 

b. Essex Institute (1916). Vital records of Salem, Massachusetts, to the end of the year 1849 , Vol. 1 [births A-L], 

page 474 [Joanes]. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/vitalrecordsofsa01sale#page/474/mode/2up 

c. Essex Institute (1916). Vital records of Salem, Massachusetts, to the end of the year 1849 , Vol. 3 [marriages A-L], 

page 552 [Jones] 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/vitalrecordsofsa03esse#page/1098/mode/2up 

Lines to Threads 

Annie 10 Sanders, or Grandma Ervick to many of us, is the 
nearest end of our Sanders line. When she married Harold 
in 1935, she didn’t know that 300 years earlier her 7 th great 
grandfather was about to tie the knot too. 

She was a seamstress who among countless other things 
created most of her children’s clothing, and heirloom log- 
cabin quilts treasured by her grandchildren. She was also a 
master of the art of crochet. Both are apt metaphors for the 
life of a family. Each of us has our threads, our knots to tie, 
our ins and outs, beginnings, and endings. We seldom 
follow a pretty pattern of course, but there is purpose in 
our twists and turns even if we do come unraveled from 
time to time. 

We used to count the hundreds of ancestors and cousins we 
had identified, but so very many lives are sewn, woven, 
quilted, or crocheted into our tapestry that a thread count is 
no longer informative. It’s a practice that also encourages 
careless additions; it’s easy to create a tangled, meaning¬ 
less proper noun collection, too large to ever verify or 
maintain. Accuracy is a wiser goal, and a better legacy. 

As our genealogy project evolves and the visible part of the tapestry grows, we find ourselves focusing 
on the details instead of the square footage. Some parts look pretty darned colourful from here. Some 
seem plain, short, and as rough and mean as can be. Many are beautifully complex when you look 
closely, and others reveal patterns only from a distance. And of course, there are all sorts of holes, burn 
marks, faded patches with messy handwriting, and endless frayed edges. The simple truth is that we 
can’t see most of it, and never will. 

In spite of the limitations, the part we are able to see now is quite incredible. What stands out for us is 
how consistent the Sanders pattern was for so many generations. For 300 years, Sanders children did 
much the same as their parents did, and it was bloody hard. That’s not to say that they were unhappy, 
but for generations they stitched, chopped, mended, hauled, sowed, split, threshed, canned, scrubbed, 
struggled, and forgot, because for generations it never got any easier. 

Then all of a sudden, it did. We're living in a new age of information and relative but undeniable ease, 
so let’s do better. Pin it up and add a little documentary starch once in a while. Enjoy it, and pass it on. 

March, 2018 
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Notes and References: 

Still to do: 

• Argue about the details, fix mistakes, acknowledge unknowns, and bask in the glory. If you would 
like to start one, correct one, poke holes revealing one, or join the club respectively, e-mail us or 
post a comment and we promise to vigorously defend, correct, vacillate, or bow accordingly. And 
seriously, this is a big file (bigger than the pdf can show) that is bound to be wrong or misleading in 
places. Let us know. 

• We’ve spent many, many hours reading and re-reading the various town histories and topical 
references about the early colonial settlers. And many more puzzling out the Sanders family trail. 
However, we have not looked much beyond our direct line, in general (the exception being work 
done to prove or disprove the relationship between Howard and Levi). There are numerous potential 
clues in family relationships that may refine the timeline and movements of our Sanders ancestors. 
Levi’s brother John in New York, his uncle Ebenezer, possible siblings of Howard, and so on. 

• Land records can be a valuable source of information, but other than a few tidbits, we haven’t taken 
advantage of them, and don’t really know what might be available and where. 

• There is more to the Sanders story in Wiltshire. There are so many confused trees out there, but 
there is at least a little more good data to be found, and puzzling to be done with the advantage of 
having more of it in hand at once than ever before. And speaking of which, last but most of all... 

• Thank Archive.org. If you don’t know about humanity’s online library, you should. 


I We maintain a carefully-compiled public tree of our Sanders family roots working back in time from Annie Sanders 
(1909-1996) along with copious references at Ancestry.ca - the “Sanders-Cockerill Family” by williamson_39. Sources 
for the many birth, marriage, and death facts presented in this Tale were sometimes omitted for the sake of readability, and 
sometimes out of sheer exhaustion, but every fact has sources in our on-line tree. Without plugging Ancestry in particular, 
it’s free (although you don’t get much for nothin’), the spam is controllable in account settings, and we’d be happy to send 
you an invite to explore the tree and all of Annie’s known ancestors. 

II U.S. Find A Grave (2017). Sanders, Levi. Flowerfield Baptist Church Cemetery, Three Rivers, St. Joseph County, MI. 

Note that the “virtual memorial” for Levi at this site contains an unsubstantiated list of children for whom there is 
no evidence of a relationship. Although the 1850 census is an implied source, we have it, and that census lists only 
Levi and Anna. Attempts to contact the contributor have so far not been successful. 

Retrieved from: U.S. Find A Grave search results , https://www.findagrave.com 

111 1850 United States Federal Census , Census Place: Alto, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin; Roll: M432_997; Page: 330B; Image: 
179. 

1V 1860 United States Federal Census , Census Place: Alto, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin; Roll: M653_1407; Page: 172; Family 
History Library Film: 805407. 

v Ancestry.com (2015). Probate Case Files, 1846-1925 ; Folio numbers 630-679 (Sa-Sc), Howard Sanders. Author: 

Wisconsin. County Court (Fond du Lac County); Probate Place: Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc. 

V1 Dalby John (2003). Minnesota Cemetery Inscription Index, Select Counties. Ancestry.com Operations Inc. 

vu U.S. Find A Grave (2017). Sanders, Rachel, Edgar B, Albert C, Levi H. Forest Hill Cemetery, Owatonna, Steele, MN. 
Retrieved from: U.S. Find A Grave search results , https://www.findagrave.com 

vm 1880 United States Federal Census , Census Place: Brookings, Dakota Territory; Roll: 111; Family History Film: 
1254111; Page: 178B; Enumeration District: 044. 

1X Tillford, Derek (2001). The “Confidence” - Southampton, England to New England, 24 April 1638 , held at PRO Kew: 

CO 1/9/99. Transcribed for the Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild. 

Retrieved from: https://immigrantships.net/v4/l600v4/confidence 16380424.html 
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x Drake, Samuel Gardner (1860). Result of some researches among the British archives for information relative to the 

founders of New England : made in the years 1858, 1859 and 1860; originally collected for and published in the 
New England Historical and Genealogical Register, and now corrected and enlarged, page 58. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/resultofsomerese00drak#page/58/mode/2up 

Rix, Guy Scoby (1901). History and genealogy of the Eastman family of America : containing biographical sketches and 
genealogies of both males and females, page 8. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/historygenealogv01inrixg#page/8/mode/2up 

xn Smith, Sarah Sprague Saunders (1897). The founders of the Massachusetts Bay colony. A careful research of the earliest 
records of many of the foremost settlers of the New England colony , page 35. 

Boastful and disorganized, and makes unfounded assumptions about various Johns, but useful in combination with 
other sources. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.org/stream/foundersmassachO 1 smitgoog#page/n50/mode/2up 

xm Ancestry.com (2012). U.S., New England Marriages Prior to 1700. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc. 

X1V Waters, Henry F. (1912). The New England historical and genealogical register , Volume LXVI, page 244 (July). 

Rolfe family wills and pedigree. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.org/stream/newenglandhistor 1912newe#page/244/mode/2up 

xv Hoyt, David W. (1897). The Old Families of Salisbury and Amesbury, Massachusetts , page 7 (image 13). 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/cu31924025963772#page/nl3/mode/2up 

XV1 Hoyt (1897). The Old Families of Salisbury, page 309. 

xvn Hoyt (1897). The Old Families of Salisbury, page 301. 

xvm Cutter, William Richard (1913). New England families, genealogical and memorial: a record of the achievements of her 
people in the making of commonwealths and the founding of a nation, page 2039 (Vol. 4, image 2092). 

Describes John’s return to England and the complexity of untangling multiple Johns. Cutter’s work is widely 
criticized and contains suspected errors and few sources for Sanders lines, but useful puzzle pieces. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/newenglandfamili04cutt#page/2092/mode/2up 

X1X Hazen, H. A. (1883). History of Billerica, Massachusetts: with a Genealogical register. Genealogical register page 128. 
Note that the register has separate pagination beginning after the 319-page body of the document. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.org/details/historyofbilleriOOhaze 

xx Evans, Charles (1921). Oaths of Allegiance in Colonial New England. Reprinted from the Proceedings of the American 
Antiquarian Society, v. 31, pt. 2. (Oct. 1921). 

Retrieved from: http://www.americanantiquarian.org/proceedings/44817342.pdf 
XX1 Hazen (1883). History of Billerica, page 191. 

xxu Foster, F. Apthorp, Ed. (1908). Vital Records of Billerica Massachusetts to the year 1850, page 311. 

Part of the “Tan Books” series, a compilation of the vital records of over 200 Massachusetts towns and cities 
created in the late 1800s and early 1900s to preserve decaying original town record books. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.org/stream/vitalrecordsofbi00bill#page/310/mode/2up 

xxm Foster (1908). Vital Records of Billerica, page 3 (image 7). 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/vitalrecordsofbi00bill#page/n5/mode/2up 

XX1V Norton, Rev. John F. and Whittemore, Joel (1888). History of Fitzwilliam New Hampshire from 1752 to 1887, with a 
Genealogical Record of many Fitzwilliam families, page 144. 

Retrieved from: https://archive.Org/stream/historyoffitzwil00nort#page/144/mode/2up 

xxv Chandler, Charles Henry (1914). The History of New Ipswich New Hampshire 1735-1914; With genealogical records of 
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